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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this research was to explore the nature, process, and facilitating factors of 

transfonnative church education in a Korean American immigrant congregation (KAIC) through 

contextualization & intercultural communication. The focus was on discovering how and to what extent, 

if any, the congregational culture of the KAIC as the learning situation played a role in the process of 

their perspective transfonnation. 

A qualitative ethnographic research study ofKAIC in Chicago area has been conducted. Seventy­

six first generation Korean-American adults of KAIC in Chicago area has been selected and interviewed 

along with non-participatory observation ofKAIC in Chicago area. In addition, seven KAIC pastors have 

been selected and interviewed for the perspective ofKAIC pastors. one focus group interviews will be 

employed in order to assess the culture of AFC. 

The major findings are the process of a person's conversion, spiritual transformation and growth 

through the KAIC education. In order for true, biblical transfonnations to take place, a person's 

conversion to Christ should result with a point of decision and a process for developing into 

Christlikeness. Conversion, both individual and corporate, calls for repentance that leads to commitment 

to Jesus and the sanctification of that person with the community of believers. 

This research found that Paul Hiebert's thesis ofTransfonning Worldviews is still applying to 

KAIC which is that when new people groups are converted to Christianity, Christ must encompass all 

three levels of culture through behaviors, beliefs, and worldviews. 
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3 ~.A~¥~. Dl-? ~<2,!ii!.£lwo 'C!~I ~.x~-?12~ l::fltt ~O! -"-.A~, 2002, 7p 

2 



4 lbid, 7p 
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"didn't feel connected to the people in my church." ~j~1 58%.9.] 0 1% ~ %-oJ1 °1 c~ ~ ~ ~ g_ 
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Mark looked at the chief and elders before him and at the more than two 
hundred men, women, and children crowding behind them. "Have they all really 
become Christians? I can't baptize them if they don't each decide for themselves!" 
he said to Judy, his wife. 128 
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