CONTEXTUALIZED KOREAN MISSION
IN MYANMAR
o] Qkute] Fstd FQl Adule] hsto

A Doctor of Missiology Professional Project
Presented to the Faculty of
Grace Theological Seminary

Winona Lake, Indiana

In Partial Fulfillment of the Degree
Requirements for the

Doctor of Missiology

By
Yeon Kyoo Kim
May 2020



@ 2020
Yeon Kyoo Kim
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



Grace College & Theological Seminary
Dissertation Approval Sheet

CONTEXTUALIZED KOREAN MISSION IN MYANMAR
ulQkute] AgatE #el Hate] tjahd

Written by
Yeon Kyoo Kim

Doctor of Missiology

has been approved by the undersigned member of

the Faculty of Grace College & Theological Seminary

Approval

Dean Seminary, Grace Theological Seminary

Executive Director of GTS Center for Korean Studies, Grace Theological Seminary

Director of Korean Program, Grace Theological Seminary

Dissertation Advisor, Grace Theological Seminary

No Part of this dissertation may be reproduced in any form without the written
Permission of the author and the Committee for the Doctor of Missiology Degree.

Grace Theological Seminary
Winona Lake, Indiana



ABSTRACT

Kim, Yeon Kyoo

2020 “Contextualized Korean Mission In Myanmar”. Grace Theological Seminary.
Doctor of Missiology.

It has been over two hundred years since the American missionary,
Adoniram Judson had arrived in Myanmar for missions work, yet more creative and
effective ways to reach the Burmese people as Korean missionaries are in demand. As a
full-time Korean missionary in Myanmar, this dissertation is to evaluate the
circumstances that the Korean missionaries are in, and to establish greater effective
methods through offering insight of strengths and weaknesses they possess. Much of
missions work in Myanmar have been concentrated through minorities groups and this
reality has been a stumbling block in reaching the everyday Burmese people with the
gospel of Jesus Christ. One of the biggest reasons why missionary work to the Burmese
have been so unfruitful is because of their main religion, Buddhism, influences their daily
lives politically, economically, culturally, artistically, and in every other ways.

Missionaries must not only understand their religion in a deeper way, but
must discern their culture Biblically for them to be able to reach them more effectively.
The purpose of this dissertation is to offer solutions for Korean missionaries to overcome
these problems by taking the critical contextualization approach in their efforts in
evangelizing Burmese people with gospel.

The first chapter covers the purpose and need of this study, action research,
the scope of the research and limitations, as well as establishing the terms.

The second chapter covers the definition and understanding of their world
view and culture, theories of contextualization seen from the Old Testament and New
Testament, and cultural anthropology from a Biblical stand point.

The third chapter illustrates Myanmar’s history, politics, economics, culture

and the influence that Buddhism has on the Burmese people.



The fourth chapter records the history of Myanmar’s minority people group’s
mission’s work through Adoniram Judson and today’s situation.

The fifth chapter covers the missionary work of the Korean missionaries in
Myanmar and their circumstances and challenges they face.

The sixth chapter provides an analysis and statistics of contextualized
missions strategies that are most effective through surveys performed on Korean
missionaries in Myanmar.

In the seventh chapter, it provides solutions for effective missions work in
reaching the Burmese people through Biblical contextualization for Korean missionaries
and the eighth chapter gives conclusions.

The study recommends that reaching the Burmese, who are the main people
group in Myanmar, is most effective when contextualization meets Biblical standards as a

way for them to have an open heart towards the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mentor: Dr. Stephen Park
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The 2014 Myanmar Population and Housing Census (2014 MPHC) was conducted from 29th March to
10th April 2014.

158 Myanmar Census Highlights 7] ¥t} o]l <15 (Department of Population, Ministry of
Immigration and Population)©] X1, 7| d=r2] 5491 =A|S) H] &L n|Qkujo A
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1) wRkf QI 2

Distribution of Population by Sex and State/Region®*

Total population
Both sexes Male Female

UNION 51,486,253 24,824 586 26,661,667
UNION 50,279,900 24,228,714 26,051,186
(enumerated)
UNION (not 1,206,353 595,872 610,481
enumerated)
KACHIN 1,689,441 878,384 811,057
KACHIN 1,642,841 855,353 787,488
(enumerated)
KACHIN (not 46,600 23,031 23,569
enumerated)
KAYAH 286,627 143,213 143,414
KAYIN 1,574,079 775,268 798,811
KAYIN 1,504,326 739,127 765,199
(enumerated)
KAYIN (not 69,753 36,141 33,612
enumerated)
CHIN 478,801 229,604 249,197
SAGAING 5,325,347 2,516,949 2,808,398
TANINTHA 1,408,401 700,619 707,782
RYI
BAGO 4,867,373 2,322,338 2,545,035
MAGWAY 3,917,055 1,813,974 2,103,081

154 1bid, 2.
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MANDALA 6,165,723 2,928,367 3,237,356
Y

MON 2,054,393 987,392 1,067,001
RAKHINE 3,188,807 1,526,402 1,662,405
RAKHINE 2,098,807 989,702 1,109,105
(enumerated)

RAKHINE 1,090,000 536,700 553,300
(not

enumerated)

YANGON 7,360,703 3,516,403 3,844,300
SHAN 5,824,432 2,910,710 2,913,722
AYEYAWA 6,184,829 3,009,808 3,175,021
DY

NAY PYI 1,160,242 565,155 595,087
TAWY7

The numbers in blue are estimates of people who were not enumerated in the census. The
numbers in bold italics are the sum of the enumerated and the estimated population in the
affected States.

The numbers in this table do not include Myanmar people living outside the country at the
time of the census, except those people who were working in Myanmar diplomatic missions
abroad,; this population of 972 people is included in the population figure for Nay Pyi Taw.
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Percentage of population by religion!*®

Percentage of population (enumerated and non-enumerated) by religion*, Union Note: *
Based on the estimated overall population, including both the enumerated and non-
enumerated population (51,486,253), and on the assumption that the non-enumerated
population in Rakhine State affiliate with the Islamic faith.
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155 1bid, 25.
15 Human Development Report 2015 of UNDP(United Nations Development Programme)
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219 Barrett, David. B. World Christian Encyclopedia, Oxford, England: Nairobi Oxford University Press,
1982, 202.

220 Official 2014 Census http://www.dop.gov.mm/sites/dop.gov.mm/files/publication_docs/union_2-
C_religion_en_0.pdf accessed on 2019 April 4.
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(The 2014 Population and Housing Census Report gives the following statistics

of Christianity in Myanmar)?#

F2) 71Ea Q4 7 H EX
State Population Christianity % of State
(2014 Census) Population
Ayeyawady 6,184,829 388,348 6.3%
Bago 4,867,373 142,528 2.9%
Chin State 478,801 408,730 85.4%
Kachin State 1,642,841 555,037 33.8%
Kayah State 286,627 131,237 45.8%
Kayin State 1,504,326 142,875 9.5%
Magwa 3,917,055 27,015 0.7%
Mandalay 6,165,723 65,061 1.1%
Mon State 2,054,393 10,791 0.5%
Nay Pyi Taw 1,160,242 12,293 1.1%
Rakhine State 2,098,807 36,791 1.8%
Sagaing 5,325,347 349,377 6.5%
Shan State 5,824,432 569,389 9.8%
Tanintharyi 1,408,401 100,758 7.2%
Yangon 7,360,703 232,249 3,2%
Myanmar 50,279,900 3,172,479 6,31%

221 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Myanmar
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222 \/yta, Kawl Thang, The Brief History of the Planting and Growth of the Church in Burma. Fuller
Theological Seminary for Doctor of Missiology, California: 1983, 39.
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= 1T}, Edward Judson, The life of Adoniram Judson (New York: A. D. F. Randolph, 1883), 36-44,
Moffett, Christianity, p.332. Note. 6 o] A #] <183}

225 Maung Shwe Wa, Burma Baptist Chronicle I, Genevieve Sowards and Edward Sowards (Rangoon:
Burma Baptist Convention, 1963)
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the Centuries, London: Kegan, Paul, Trench, Trubner, 1925, 5.

135



2E gl dUe ANE shbdat ofel B, cAgte] B, HAjoke =

4

Solglth 25 alek R Eo] T A FWA FEuE AL Aoleh
s9le] 71H) Gol Agkeh

Aurbze] @A)l ARLS MEL AJS Z3ke A= Aol

AL AE Al FxEde o 77F 29 L& st A=
3
[S]

o
aAe] by Axz FHHEYL W FEAE AW Bk
Aol AzE FEHAL 0 o E 32 (edolivs)st A7} 55
st Algel Axz FAHUL W of F APAL A2E w90 1 AL

Aol As F4=
A

A A7

AL =R
0] &

EEV

234 Mason, Karen Apostle, 11-12, Moffat, Christianity, 97-104.
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Historical and Geographical Account of the Nation, Its Traditions, Preceptsm Rites, & C . Boston: Gould,
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3 AEA o] JEENA 21 T HeS et WEFdoeR 1908 44U
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250 «Chin Human Right Organization,” last modified 8, 2010, accessed August 12, 2017,
http://www.chro.ca/.
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21 Johnson Robert, History of the American Baptist Chin Mission, Vol.1, PA: 1988, 40.
252 | aura Carson, Pioneer Trials, Trials and Triumphs, New York: Northern Baptist Convention, 1927, 11.
23 Johnson Robert, History of the American Baptist Chin Mission, Vol.1, PA: 1988, 42.
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approaches by Baptists, D.Min diss., United Theological Seminary Dayton:1997, 133-135.
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% 71281, mjekule] o], WAk H-abe] ko] vh sk &, 2006, 40-43.

27 Maung Shwe Wa, Burma Baptist Chronicle I, Genevieve Sowards and Edward Sowards, Rangoon:
Burma Baptist Convention, 1963. 202-204.
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29 Maung Shwe Wa, Burma Baptist Chronicle I, Genevieve Sowards and Edward Sowards, Rangoon:
Burma Baptist Convention, 1963, 205-208.
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150


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Monuments_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Monuments_Fund
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassadors_Fund_for_Cultural_Preservation

ARA7L A& o 1827 ol Al$ w80t} o] walo A AulAle] o)

qle] mul7t AA k.

25 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity_in_Myanmar
151



TH-FHER

1

°
yul

A 5%
An A}

A

T

0]
pal

19629 39 29 gl

1. 19954 oAl

A
il
—_

57

¢}

=23
=

5]

°©

Ao

2 1972 A7kA] =%

<
T

2 1995 o] do] vl

o

H

F o]

o
pal

A} o]y

al7)o] ol27 o o]

S

X

G AL AR A9 T1ejar

o] o]of7] mQkn} ¢

=

=

Apgrel of

=

Q=rlo] dulAtel Ao = w|Qknfo| A dul &

v ok

ar

ke,

2017, 124.

4=
p.

266



W= 04 E golA]

o

R

=

o] MaAE

PN
T

Fed whiet

°

o fA ekt 1e

A9

M

3] o] HAel] gloA = 1992

]

o
1l

ki3

Hl =Y 2 Bz NGO n) =2 m]ekn} oA &

)
Hr

O

B

33
—_—
o

o
B

il
—_

ThAl 1994 19 10 Lol FA|

b o0

°©

R

9] ofop7], mekvt <
153

=

=

Mgt of

=

-2 Non-Government Organization 2] ¢fx}o]t},
=

e, ok

2017, 125.

L

R

3}

4=
p.

v qkn} §9131 3]

2020
268 NGO

269



2. 1995-2005d Ale]e] 7RH A 7]

AuAZE 1996 54 19 Aol A=383lth 1996 | 12 & 14 ol = 7] 5 tigh
stibd o] Aslol a&st oo s wdle] s w2 WA, 210y
AWAZE 4=kl ek 1999 | 59 7 ol o F5 = A5 Wit WE3
AnARZE SR Fr sl el a3 Aur] el GMS o 35 il =83t
HE oo &3, o]4 s MulAlrt 1999 59 16 Lol F-of M=z & s}

ER R R EREE I EEEREE N SOl )

QetTh S, olsd AmAl 19993 69 2 Qo] GRSt GMS o] T o
e PR

210 GMS & o) wa23 %3474 13 2] Global Mission Society of The Presbyterian Church in
Korea o] ¢F#}o|t},
271 |bid, 127.
22 GBT = Global Bible Translators ©] ¢Fxz}e]t},
23GP = Global Partners 2] 2F#}o]t},
4 ghe}, pjoknlE ARESE o] 52] ofofr], mQknp oF3t: w|Qkup =2 el A wALS] 3| H
2017, 166.
154



9ol @ J|%Hm A8 AUwG Fow AT Aol vk thrlo] e

2008 5¢ 2 A3 Alo]EE =7 A~(Nargis)E H A A thol

A3 QR wlekel gl VR 2 4HE dA o2 A% AT % AFAE

FUAAY EHE glo] AebAth ol % vgkil e R wEv A4 $9E
2

Qe olEolA gtor] A AANA =L AAEe] A HSEA

AAXZFAG(WFP)ll M= 1 HRE S90S AT da2r|aes 244 34S =7
275 |bid, 205.

276 http://news.khan.co.kr/kh_news/khan_art_view.html?artid=200805111824085&code=970100
155


http://news.khan.co.kr/kh_news/khan_art_view.html?artid=200805111824085&code=970100

4. 2010-2020 3 Aloleo] Al Akt

2010 1 11 el o]o] 2015 11 Aol FAlo] AAJx o] 2010 W FAlel
Y ofgel wlga9] 715 (National League for Democracy, NLD)¢] &&=
AFA HAAT o= AAl JAE AN w7t A AAR LHE T A

Al = 715 vEE o] of7t Sl Abzdel k. o]o] 20161 3 30 Ul mQkuk=

[l
Ji
.
=1
A
s
S
]
=
o
olf
o
fr
e
ofo
r>f
4
N
]
fo
I
—Hz
o
ry
o
u
ol
rir
>
ol
-z

2018 1 3 € ©l& U5 H AN S o2 s HAS AFdsta A2E
feEd oz AMEWin Myint) 7} AE&F At oo we} 3l duAbES] A9 e
H|kuke] A, AA|, A8 1E]ar Eske] ®iste] ujpef

wjekete] Ol AEE A AFFA MPT & ofnl 83} 3 £92 s

o ERYE, HJQkRE AP o] &9 ofof7], wIQkwE <k m|RkuE A 3l A WAL S M,
2017, 213-214.
156



UL, 2ol A Fxlsle] HHet d i (Telenor)et 7HEF2 9] o] 5 FAIA}

g 5+(Ooredoo) 7t Att. oA H 2011 dHE 7HEE o2 7Wstel =A) 8=

el
_>|~J_,
2
o

A% olold Aelold Mirlel e ST + Qe £ 187} goba @ 5

ATt

5. wlekn} 3ol MwAte] &HA Abst

njkule] el MuE FAAHog 1993 Wof| A &E 12,
TES, %, A4, Hd, Aelw, &1, gl AA FHdE, WA Fo] ALY Folr

2

1 FAZ= OMPE GP, YWAM?™®, WEC?°, GMS, INTERSIVE, HOPE?!, u}-&

o

w3, Aok Aus] Fo] AbY Fojth. 2019 12 9 A & Aol kvt

gl Aauslo] 7| AaAbs 167 7H4, vbddlo] x ol 23 714, vlv] =q

Sy

3744, WA 3744, AR Ao 17F8%5 F 197 S (units)o] Ay st

—~

Qe gk ole 74X o f wiekul ghel AmAlslel 7hieA kil AelH o

AGFQ Auabge] £AE A Be Ao F4sa Ak AaitEe] HE EAd

28 OM & Operation Mobilization = A nlgha] o] oFxlo]t}
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