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ABSTRACT 

Nam, Dong Woo 

2020 "A Study on the Growth of the Korean Immigrant Church 

Through Small Groups in Las Vegas". Grace Theological 

Seminary, Doctor of Ministry. 

The immigrant church in the United States has served to be more than just a 

church or a place of gathering. It has become where business relationships are 

formed, social groups established, and also spiritual well-being is taken care of. Also, 

the immigrant church has become a place where culture and heritage are taught and 

handed down to the next generation. 

However, although the immigration church has a different place and culture, it 

cannot escape the Korean church. Since it is based in the Korean church, all 

organizations and institutions are aspects in which it sustains the Korean church. 

I believe that among the different aspects of the immigrant church, small 

groups are most essential in sustaining the Korean church. Through the small-group 

method, the Korean Church has fulfilled the church's essential mission of fellowship 

and spiritual maturation, evangelizing and volunteering, and as well as bringing 

about a great revival in the church .. What we also realize is that small group leaders 

serve to be vital ministry partners to pastors, in which they carry out roles and action 

the pastors are not able to carry out. And since small groups are family-oriented, the 

pastor is able to manage and takes care of the congregations more efficiently. These 

small-group communities are an effective model that is the driving force behind the 

church in helping immigrants cope and deal with loneliness and hardship. 

This paper will reflect on the importance of these small groups and will give 

answers and methods on how to grow into healthy churches through the 
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revitalization of small group meetings for the sake of the immigrant churches that 

are on the decline. 

And I am convinced that small group are the answers to the problems of 

'excess material' and 'separation of faith from life' that derives from individualism 

which is prevalent in Korean society or in Korean churches today. And through the 

realization of a scriptural belief and understanding of what it means to be part of a 

'Christian communal life', this will allow Korean churches to become healthier. 

Therefore, this study seeks to pursue the rationale and practical application of 

small groups for healthier and growing Korean churches. The methods 

In particular, the methods and theories presented in this research has been 

applied and carried out by Hr:mderson Christ Love Presbyterian Church. Which is also 

the church that the researcher is in charge of. Therefore, through this, the researcher 

set out to establish growth and an improvement in the church's health through small 

groups. 

The reason this topic was pursued and chosen for research was because of 

the rapidly changing society, which calls for the church to also rapidly change and 

adjust. In this way, the church can be properly nurtured for through small groups. 

Just like how the first churches had to adjust and grow through the sharing of the 

Gospel, we perspire to also do that same in our churches. 

The conclusion of this research and dissertation will first provide a healthy 

spiritual environment for those in the church, and through small groups, churches 

will find the original scriptural intent of what church is to be. It will especially reach 

out to those who are lonely and struggling in their immigrant lives. Finally, the 

research will conclude in that its purpose will be that the immigrant church will grow 

and become healthier through these small group methods. 

Mentor: Dr. Stephen S. Park 
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