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PREFACE

It is very important for a Christian to be

knowledgeable in every area of Christianity. The Christian

must strive to be a good disciple and a student of the
Word. One area of interest to the writer is the concept
of exhortation. Little has been written concerning
exhortation. This has prompted the writer to do some
research to discover the Biblical teaching concerning
exhortation. The word exhortation has been used in
Christian circles, but what function does it have in the
Body of Christ? This question needs to be answered.

The writer praises the Lord for the opportunity
to write this paper. He was truly gracious and showed
forth many insights through His Word. A word of thank
you goes to my husband Tim who has been very patient and
loving and a tremendous help during the writing of this

thesis. He was a good source of encouragement.

iv



INTRODUCTION

The concept of exhortation is expressed in the
New Testament by the word "n‘apooKaJ\éluJ and its noun form
TﬂlPAKAQSYS « While most believers are familiar with the
word exhortation, little study has been done regarding the
actual meaning of this concept, and thus few understand
how exhortation applies to them. It should be pointed out
that the idea of exhortation is not based upon'Tqu&KGAé&O
and WTQPékAq01S alone, but rather exhortation is a common
theme throughout the New Testament and is conveyed by a
number of additional words. However THQPaKaAéAJ and
‘napdkkqazs are the words most frequently used to represent
the concept.

The attempt of this paper is to determine the usage
and application of -mpam/\&'w and 'Wapfilc)\r'a‘(j . Therefore,
a word study has been done on these terms to determine
their definition and usage. The word study deals with
etymology, cognates, and synonyms, followed by an examination
of uses in the Septuagint and in the Greek New Testament.
The paper will emphasize the different uses in the Gospels
and in the beginning of the Church Age as recorded in the
book of the Acts and in the epistles.

Actually ‘rrapaKa)ke{a) and 'ﬂ"apC/llka]d‘(S are general

terms that have a number of usages in the New Testament.
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In this paper it will be shown that they are not necessarily
strong, forceful, or negative terms, as the English word
exhort might suggest. While'ﬂuPaKaAéa) is sometimes

used to mean "to exhort" or "to admonish," it may also be
used to mean "to encourage" or "to comfort." From this

it can be seen that'ﬂnpaKGAéGJ has a wide usage. There
seems to be a misunderstanding today of the meaning of the
word exhortation. This paper will show that admonition is
only one usage of'ﬂT&p&KﬂAéUD . Its basic meaning is of

a more positive nature.

In the final section, it will be shown that all
believers in the body of Christ today should practice
exhortation. Some believe that exhortation is the sole
responsibility of the pastor. However, this study will
show that it is a general concept which should be exercised
by all believers.

Another goal the writer intends to accomplish is
to encourage the readers to exhort one another in love. It
is very easy to exhort someone in the wrong spirit, but
if it is to be done properly it should always be with
the goal of benefitting the person who is being exhorted.
All believers need encouragement and hopefully this paper
will aid in understanding the proper exercise of exhortation.

This study has proved to be a profitable one. It
has helped to remove any of the writer's thoughts that

exhortation dealt solely with admonition and discipline.
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On the contrary, it is a word which conveys encouragement

and deals with the edification of the body of Christ.
Therefore, the writer will examine the concept of

exhortation in the New Testament and will show that it

is applicable for the believer in today's society. This

paper will show that'ﬂupakakéo and'ﬂnpiKAQETS represent

a concept that is primarily positive in nature and that it

was intended to be practiced by all believers throughout

the Church age.



CHAPTER I

WORD STUDY

Etymology
/
The Greek verb -rrapaKaA&w is made up of two

Greek words, the preposition -rrapa( and the verb KAN';CO .
‘ﬂ'dpéL is used as a prepositional prefix which has the root
meaning "beside," "near." The stem of Ka}\éw is KaA-—,
and its basic meaning is "call."l Thus -n’a.pci and KMé/w
put together form a word which means "I call beside myself,"
*I beseech," "exhort," "console."?

The noun form of -Trapaka.)«éu) is 'n‘an.K)U)J‘lj .
It has the same prepositional prefix and stem as -waf)aKaMw.
However, the addition of the suffix -gt§ shows that the
word is a noun. Often when —0’(5 appears it denotes the
abstract name of an action.3 In this case 'ﬂ‘aPAKM]nS means

4

"exhortation," or "econsolation."

lBruce M. Metzger, Lexical Aids For Students of New

Testament Greek (Princeton: Published by the Author, 1973),
p. 59.

21pid.

Hbides ps b2e

L"Ibido ] pc 59'

e
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The etymology of a word is significant because it
reveals the composition and funetion of a term. Thus
from this etymological study of 'TmpaKaAffCU and —rrapdldgrg ’
it can be seen that their basic meaning involves "calling
beside oneself." This could be for a number of purposes,
but the most common applications were for the purpose of
"exhorting," "beseeching," or "comforting." Thus by
application mpaka)\éw and Trapa/K)\l’)(ﬂj also came to have
5

these meanings.

Cognates
*
In addition to -TrapaKa}&éw and -rrapa’.K/h]a'(S s there

are ten cognates related to the stem Ka/\—. This
paper will only deal with those words that have the -n‘a.,oaf-
prefix because the others do not contribute to a better
understanding of TapaKaA&,w and 'TTa.,OC{K/\70"{5‘ .

There are two other cognates that also have the
TMIDC{ - prefix. The first of 'these,'TTafa-/Kf(q'TOS is a
noun. It contains the suffix ending —7’0_5' , which denotes
an agent of the verb.6 The usual meaning of 7Ta,oall</\7705 is

"one who appears in another's behalf, a mediator, intercessor,

501:1:0 Schmitz, "‘l’l’d@dKQAe’w," Theologigal l‘)ictiona;y
of the New Testament, Vol. s Bad, "hy Gerhaz:d Friedrich, trans.
and ed. by Geofirey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans

Publishing Company, 1967}, D> 778 2%3

6Metzger, Lexical Aids For Students, p. 42.




6

7 .
helper." The King James Version translates this word

"advocate” in 1 John 2+1. Other places where this word

appears are in John 14:16, 26; 15:26; and 16:7. Here
the word is translated "comforter" in the King James
Version and refers to the person of the Holy Spirit and
conveys His role as the One who will be with the disciples
after Christ has returned to heaven.

The other cognate,d'(yLTraloa,Kw\&/w y, is made up of
the prefix d"U/LL - added to -n’a_)paKaAE:/w « The prefix 0"(//1.-
is actually the form that the prefix gU)Y- takes when it
appears before 1abials.8 It has the meaning of "together
with."? Thus av/mrapa.mz\éw means "to encourage together

with."10

It is found only once in the New Testament. This
is in Romans 1:12. These cognates are mentioned only to
show their relationship to the words being studied. From
this it can be seen that they too have a consistent meaning

that involves encouragement or comforting.

7William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich,
A CGreek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: The University of
Chicago Press, 1973, Lth ed.), p. 623. (Hereafter referred
as Lexicon.).

8H. E. Dana and Julius R. Mantey, A Manual Grammar
of the Greek New Testament (New York: The Macmillan Company,

1927), p. 25.

9Metzger, Texical Aids For Students, p. 84.

10pndt and Gingrich, Lexicon, p. 786.



Synonyms

There are five other words in the Greek New
Testament which are also used to mean either " to encourage, "
"to exhort," "to implore," or "to admonish." However,
each of these words is more specific than Tapa.m)kéw and
is limited in its usage and scope. None of the five
encompasses all of the four ideas listed above, whereas,
'n‘apana)\éw does.

Vine lists only two of these words as being
translated "to exhort." They are -rraf)a.ws-/w and 'TTIDOT’OéTTw o
According to Arndt and Gingrich, —n‘apmvew means "to advise,
recommend, urge." nll It is made up of two words,"n"aloa, :
meaning "near" and C’LLV&ICO , meaning "to praise." Thus
the literal meaning is to draw men to someone to praise
or to encourage them. The second word.‘fF,DO’r/?é‘"w, also
means "to urge, encourage, impel, and to persuade."l2
Both of these words have limited meanings when compared to
-rrapazaAe/co . ’ﬂ"d.P&lVé/w does not mean to comfort as does
Tra.Pa.Ka/\&CO. nor can 'TTPO‘FPG‘ITQJ mean to comfort. As for
their appearances in the New Testament, "lTo.P&(V&w only
appears twice, once in Acts 27:9 and once in 27:22, while

/
“WPO—TPEITHCO only appears once in Acts 18:27. Thus —wapaKaz\aw

is by far the most widely used word in the New Testament

11143i4., p. 621.

121p34., p. 729.




which is translated "to exhort."

The third synonym is'ﬂ&PajiuQééfLal « This
word is made up of"n’apo/t. and/x.u@é./o/ua.(. A /LkUBJO/m(
is a verb meaning "to speak," "to tell," and also "to
think,"” and "to deliberate."l3 Thus-nugvuuéé%ual means
“to encourage, cheer-up, console, comfort., "% 7ﬂqu;u@ééaai
is found in John 11:19, 31; and 1 Thessalonians 5:14,

The fourth word /_La/rrd)oo/um means "to testify,"
"bear witness," "affirm," "insist," or "implore."
ILQFTU’POF,Q,L is the middle form of/ua,PTuPe’w and they
appear a total of seventy-eight times. It is interesting
that Paul used’ﬂ'apa uééD/J.m. and TU’ o,u.a in
1 Thessalonians 2:ﬁ: along with'ﬂézzLWXZu) oINS
difference among these three words is that'ﬂﬂ%@d#LU@&h}Um‘
15

has the idea of persuasion connected with it, whereas,

TtaPa.Ka.)\e'u) has the idea of motivating someone to action.l6
However, the word P,a.PTolFO},La.L in this context means

"to bear witness" in the sense of drawing from Biblical

l3GuS‘l;av Stahlin, * 8905 ," Theological Dictionary
of the New Testament, Vol. IV, ed. by Gerhard Friedrich, trans.
and ed. by Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapidss: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967), p. 766.

1L"Arndt and Gingrich, Lexicon, p. 626.

15Marvin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New
Testament, Vol. III (New York: Charles Scribner's sSons,

1908), p. 26.

161434,
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truth to support their teaching. Thus these three words
show a similarity in meaning, but of the three'ﬂhpaKaAéL)
most clearly leads to a new conduct on the part of the
individual being instructed.

The fifth synonym is VOUB&TéZ) « It means
"to admonish." It also can mean "to warn, " "to instruct."l7
The word appears eight times in the New Testament and
is found in Acts 20:31; Romans 15:14; 1 Corinthians L4:14;
Colossians 1:28, 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 5:12, 14; and
2 Thessalonians 3:15. yovD6TEW is different from
1WHM1KQ)£Z) because it has a narrower definition. It
does not include the idea of encouragement or comfort.

Thus the theme of exhortation is found through the
New Testament and is carried by a number of different words.
However -1To.f>0.\<.0)\&’w has a wider scope of application
than does its synonyms. Therefore, in order to understand
the New Testament concept of exhortation,'TﬂiPahnAéa) and
‘W&PéKAqJ[S need to be analyzed in greater depth.
The synonyms need not be discussed any further. They

were mentioned only to compare their meanings and usages

with the words being studied.

17Arndt and Gingrich, Lexicon, Pp. 546,




CHAPTER II

USAGES OF Tapakahéw anp -raparAnas

Usage in the Septuagint

By examining the usage of 'TTaPa.Ka.M:(D and 'rrapcluK)&r)rzS
in the Septuagint and comparing this to the Hebrew text,
it is possible to determine what Hebrew words in the 01d
Testament correspond to the Greek words anszaAébD and
1“1P&KA”MVS . Such a background aids in understanding
the New Testament concept of exhortation.

The verb‘ﬂznyKaAQLD appears in the Septuagint
ninety-six times and is a translation of fifteen different
Hebrew terms. ‘lTa'Da/.KAYIU'(S appears in the Septuagint
fourteen times and is a translation of three different
Hebrew terms. Of these terms translated by'ﬂﬂ@&ZKaAé&U ’
ONT is the most widely used word. It means "to be sorry"
or “Tco console oneself."l In Genesis 37:35 E]I_'];(_ is used

in reference to Jacob's grief over Joseph. Another reference

lFr'ancis Brown, S. R. Driver, and Charles A. Briggs,

eds., A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the 0Old Testament
(London: Oxford University Press, 1907), p. 636. (Hereafter

referred as A Hebrew and English Lexicon.) .
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in Ruth 2:13 shows Ruth as being comforted by the Lord.
/7
henni ﬂa“Pa‘@‘E’w is used for Z”_'L_;I_ it is always related

to the idea of comforting.z

A less commonly used Hebrew word translated by
WRPQKW\é(O is Fﬂl, "to lead," "to guide to a water-place
or station," and "to cause to rest there."> It is used
in Isaiah 40:11 in reference to God's guidance of His flock.
Here the King James Version (KJV) translates ;éj'"to lead."”

A third Hebrew word used is )\“_'lrg Its m:aning
is "to call," “to procilaim,.” and “to r'ead."’+ In Jeremiah
33119 it is used to mean "to call" in reference to how God
wanted to be addressed by the nation of Israel. 1In
Proverbs 8:k4 ,?\‘;ZR is used to mean "to call" in the sense of
"to beckon."

A fourth Hebrew word PX‘)[)\ means "be stout,"
"strong," "bold," and "alert."5 In the piel form of

?ﬁﬂ it is translated "to encourage" in Deuteronomy 3:28.
an 7

201:1:0 Schmitz, "-rrapaxa)\e/w ," Theological Dictionary
of the New Testament, Vol. V, ed. by Gerhard Friedrich, trans.
and ed. by Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1967), p. 777.

3A Hebrew and English Lexicon, p. 624.

brpid., p. 895.

SThid ., . 54,

6Ibid.

T
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A fifth Hebrew word ‘72)7\‘ means "to utter," or
"to say. "7 This word is used in Isaiah 35:4 in reference
to encouraging those of a fearful heart.

A sixth word .N.!(}r)' means "to sport," "to take delight
in; " or "o delight."8 It is used in Isaiah 66:12 to
mean fondle: ". . . you shall be carried on the hip and
fondled on the knees" (New American Standard Bible).
It is interesting to note that in the following verse, verse
13, Isaiah specifically speaks of being comforted by God.9
Here ﬂ'l_'l.;(r is used.

This study shows the Hebrew concepts which the
translators of the Septuagint felt were communicated by
the Greek word wafaxa/leb . The other Hebrew words that
are translated by ﬂTaf)aKw\é(A are used less frequently
and do not contribute much to the understanding of the
concepts conveyed by 'TT‘aPaKaAe'cb or -rrapa(\ckqs‘ls + Therefore,
these words will not be dealt with in this paper.

Each of the Hebrew terms that is translated by
TG-,OQKG)\&I(D has a number of meanings. However from this
study it can be seen that when the idea of comfort or

encouragement was involved, the term was translated by

/ - . .
the word "Wa{.)a\(a.)\&co . Similarly it is used at times to

’Ibid., p. 55-
81pid., p. 1044.

I "
9Schmitz, "-Tnapaxaxaa>. p. 777+
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promise and to testify to the comfort of God which was
given to His people when they were under His judgmen‘t.lo
An example of this is found in Isaiah 40:1 where God
says "Comfort, O comfort My people," in reference to
Jerusalem whose sin has been remitted.ll Here 7IMM ] is
used to mean comfort. 5

From this brief discussion of the Hebrew terms,
QT_]:_jr is used most frequently to describe the concept of
comforting. Consolation and comfort also encompass the
idea of encouraging and uplifting someone. In some cases
the source of the comfort is God, while at other times
it comes from another person.

The 01d Testament concept of comfort concerns not
only relatives and friends but those who are strangers as

well .12

Job apparently considered it to be an honor for

a man to be called "one who consoles the sorrowing," cf.,
Job 29:25.13 Thus, it can be said that the concept of
consolation is widely used and is conveyed by -rraPaKaAe’w .
‘KQP&K./\I]MS is similarly used to translate the noun

forms of the Hebrew verbs that have been discussed.

101p34., p. 778.

111p3d4., p. 789.

121p34., p. 788.

131p34.
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Usage in the Greek New Testament
A survey of the use of *rraPaKa)\s’w and ’TTa.'Dcl/K)\']A"lS
in the New Testament shows thai;“ﬂaPaKOK&L) appears 109
times and _TVQP&K/\T]J‘IS appears twenty-nine times.
-(T'a‘)am)sécb and ‘ﬂ'aPG{.“J\')U‘I_S have a variety of usages and

can be classified in several different ways.

Dr. James Boyer has classified the use of
/
‘T\"O.PaKd)\éu) into three categories, based upon the effect
- . ,
that is desired. In the first category ‘rfaeakal\&b is

addressed to the mind and means "to admonish" or “to

instruct." The second category pertains to the emotions.
It means "to encourage," "to comfort," "to strengthen" or
"to cheer."” The third idea is addressed to the will and

14 From this classification

means "to exhort" or "to plead."
it can be seen that ’rraf)a.Ko\/\é-/cb can be used to affect the
mind, the emotions, or the will. In understanding the
significance of ‘TFOf)aKa/\écb this is important to realize,

and all three usages are found in the New Testament. However
these three categories are so closely related in human
experience that in many cases it is very difficult to

/
state that a given usage of 'n'aPaKa)\eco falls exclusively
/
under one category or the other.15 More often ‘TfaPa.\(aMco

lL"James L. Boyer, "Greek Exegesis: I:Jphesian§,"
(unpublished syllabus, Grace Theological Seminary, Winona
Lake, Indiana, 197%), p. 57.

lSDr. Boyer, in a conversation with the writer,
April, 1976, also acknowledged this.
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includes two or even three of these applications at the
same time. For instance an appeal to the will often has
an effect in the area of the emotions as well. Therefore
another system of classification will be used to categorize
the usages of'ﬂuleaAéa>.

Other scholars such as Arndt and Gingrich classified
the usages of the word somewhat differently. They used
four categories. The first of these is conveyed by
"to call" or "to invite," the second by "to exhort"
or "to encourage," the third by "to implore" or "to entreat,"
and the fourth by "to comfort" or "to cheer-up."16 In
this paper the first category will be signified by
"to call," the second category by "to exhort," the third
category by "to entreat," and the fourth category by
"to comfort." The second category, which was expressed
as "to exhort" was the most common usage, while the third
category, "to entreat" was the second most common usage.
The third most common usage was "to comfort." The least
used meaning was "to call." This classification is
appropriate for a study of the usages of'ﬂlPaKaAé;D.
The categories are sufficiently distinguishable from one
another, and at the same time encompass all of the uses
of the word in the New Testament. For these reasons they
will be used in this study.

According to Arndt and Gingrich, the noun'ﬂuf&kxﬂ‘“s

16Arndt and Gingrich, Lexicon, p. 622.
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as thre 1 A
h e categories of usages. The first one is "comfort, "

the second is "appeal" or "request" and the third is

"encouragement” and exhortation."l? This word is most

frequently used to mean "comfort," whereas ‘vaxk \zo>

most often means "to exhort."

In the Gospels

The word1TaP1KaAéL> is mentioned in every Gospel
except the Gospel of John. The incidents that occur in
the synoptic Gospels where TﬂﬁxxKOAéiO is used do not appear
in John's Gospel. In the Gospels‘Tﬁqkiqufks appears only
in Luke. Here it is found twice (Luke 2:25; 6:24) and in
both cases has the meaning of "consolation." The most
frequent meaning of ‘l’l"af)a,Ka)\Gz‘> in the Gospels is that of
"to entreat." It is generally used in relation to those
in need of healing who turn to Jesus with their petitions.l8
Illustrations may be‘taken from Matthew 8:5 where the
Centurion approached Jesus and entreated Him to heal his
servant, and from Matthew 14:36 where the men entreated Him
to allow them to touch the hem of His garment so that
they might be healed. Other illustrations are found in

Mark 7:32 where the deaf man's friends entreated Jesus to

heal the man's deafness and in Luke 8:41 when Jairus

171pid., p. 623.

18Schmitz, "'rra/oa.l(a/\éw " De 794.
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entreated Jesus to heal his daughter. 1In the parable
of the unmerciful slave in Matthew 18, the slave had
implored the king to have mercy on him and to forgive his
debt in verses 29 and 32.

The idea of "to call" is seen in Luke 15:28
in the parable of the prodigal son. The father of the
prodigal son called to his elder son to join the feast
which honored the prodigal son's homecoming.l9

The only time'ﬁapaKaJQQD» is used in the Gospels

to mean "to exhort" is found in Luke 3:18 where John the

Baptist exhorted the multitude in his message of repentance.

In the Acts

Luke used1wPaKaAéh) twenty-three times and
1uqxﬁ@b¥ﬂ5 four times in the book of the Acts. Almost
all of the appearances of'TﬁﬁxxﬂaAéA)féll either under the
category of "to exhort" or "to entreat." Whenever
‘ﬁﬁPaKaAép is used in the Acts to mean "to exhort," it
is used in reference to instruction. Under Dr. Boyer's
classification this would fall under the category of being
addressed to the mind: "to admonish," or "to instruct."?°
For instance, in Acts 2:40, Peter preached a message of

repentance and was exhorting the hearers to accept his

message and to repent.

194rndt and Gingrich, Lexicon, p. 622.

20Boyer, "Ephesians," p. 57.
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Similarly Barnabas exhorted his audience in
Acts 11:23 so that they would cling unto God. He was gifted
in providing encouragement to new Christians, and he
exhorted the new converts with the purpose that they would
be faithful and would persevere in the faith.21 Barnabas
possessed the character of being a good man. He was full

of the Spirit, and possessed vision for the work.22

He
encouraged these people after he had witnessed to them.

His encouragement followed his witnessing the effects of
divine grace among the believers in Antioch.23 His
disposition was positive and he wanted to motivate his
hearers in the proper direction of the Lord. He was

the instrument used by God to urge these people to Himself.
As a result, they responded to the Gospel message.

Acts 14:22 also demonstrates the use of Tﬂ?dkﬂkﬁ&) to

mean "to encourage." Here Paul and Barnabas had returned

to Lystra, Iconium, and Pisidian Antioch and were strengthening

2lCharles F. Pfeiffer and Everett F. Harrison, eds.,
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1962),
p. 1144,

22Homer A. Kent, Jr., Jerusalem to Rome (Winona Lake:
BMH Books, 1972), p. 33.

23Henry Alford, The Greek Testament, Vol. II
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1958), P 127
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the faith of the young churches they raised up.zu This was
done by further teaching in which they exhorted the new
believers to continue in the faith.2> This‘ﬂuPaKOA6Q> was
used to incite encouragement which would strengthen their
faith in the midst of the hardship and persecution they
would inevitably have to face as they maintained their
Christian witness.26 This can also be viewed as a warning
from Paul to these new Christians regarding the many
tribulations they would encounter because of their faith.27
These new converts lived in a heathen environment filled
with idols, shrines, lasciviousness, lust, and 1uxury.28
These people needed both to be strengthened and to be built
up in their faith. Thus, it presents a positive step
towards the advancement of their Christian growth and the

advancement of the Gospel.

Judas and Silas who were considered prophets also

2LPF. F. Bruce, Commentary on t@e Book of the Acts
(Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1968), p. 296.

25G. Campbell Morgan, The Acts of the Apostles
(New Yorks Fleming H. Revell Company, 1924), p. 352.

26Bruce. Commentary on the Book of the Acts, p. 296.

27Archibald Thomas Robertson, Word Pictures in the
New Testament, Vol. III (New Yorks: Harper & Brothers

Publishers, 1930), p. 216.

28Morgan, The Acts of the Apostles, P. 352,
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exhorted believers in connection with teaching. This
can be seen in Acts 15:32 where they had accompanied Paul

and Barnabas back to Antioch. Their position as prophets

(‘ﬂ?&?aﬂnlc 39—”?5 ) "gives the reason for their superadding
to the appointed business of their mission the work of
exhorting and edifying."29 They had brought to Antioch

a letter expressing the decision of the Jerusalem Council.
In addition by further teaching they were encouraging the
brethren. Judas and Silas were competent men who knew

the Word. Therefore, through the ministry of the letter
and their verbal exhortation the people in Antioch received
both consolation and encouragement.

Aside from exhortations and encouragements, entreaties
were made as well. In Acts 19:31 the Asiarchs entreated Paul
not to go into the theater because they feared for his
life. A similar situation is recorded in Acts 21:12. Paul
was at the house of the evangelist Philip, and the believers
in Caesarea entreated him not to go to Jerusalem.

"l’m‘OO.KaA&ZJ was used only four different times in
Acts with the idea "to call." It was used in Acts 8:31
when the Ethiopian eunuch invited Philip to sit with him.
Another time is found in Acts 16:9 when in Paul's dream a
man called Paul to Macedonia. The disciples called Peter
to Joppa to raise up Dorcas in 9:38 and in 16:15 Lydia

invited Paul and his associates to her home .

29p1ford, The Greek Testament, p. 171.
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Luke uses —T\'O.PZ-KGA&QO only twice in Acts to mean
"to comfort." He used it in Acts 27:33-34 when Paul was
encouraging those who were in the ship-wreck with him.

From these observations, the usages of -n-a()a.Kaz\ézo
in the book of Acts primarily fit in two categories,
"to exhort" and "to entreat." The other two usages were
not as prevalent. The noun ‘TI'QP&KX']J‘S was only used four
times. 1In Acts 13:15 and 15:31, —rmf)afw\qr5 is used to
mean "encouragement." In Acts 4:36 it is used with reference
to Barnabas, whose name means "son of consolation,”" and in

Acts 9:31 it means "comfort."

In the Epistles
o’
The usages of ‘WAFaKa)\ezb and"lTa‘DaKl\qo"lj in the

epistles are primarily found in the Pauline epistles.
~
In them ‘Waf)a.Ka)\&b appears fifty-one times and —rme&K)\')"‘S

7
appears twenty times. By comparison,—ﬂz\f)aKa/\b‘cb is used

/
eight times in the other epistles and TMPQKMJ'IS appears

three times. The basic meanings in Paul's usage of
‘n‘aPaKa)\&(/A fall into three categories, "to exhort,"
"to comfort,"” and "to entreat.”

The first category, "to exhort" is the most
frequent way that Paul uses ’TmPaKdé{b . An example of this
can be seen in Romans 12:1 where Paul exhorts the brethren
to present their bodies a living sacrifice. Paul is not

rebuking the Roman believers but rather is encouraging

them to put into action this basic concept of the Christian
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life. In 1 Corinthians 4:16 Paul exhorts the Corinthians

to be imitators of him. Again this does not suggest

that they were not doing this. Rather it shows Paul's
desire that they realize and continue practicing the example
which he set for them. Often Paul also appeals to his
co-laborers that they should carry forth the ministry of
exhortation. In particular, his letters to Timothy and
Titus expressed this (e.g. 1 Tim. 6:2, 2 Tim. 4:2, and
Tit. Zabrmn).,

The second category is "to comfort." Paul used
this meaning particularly in 2 Corinthians. In
2 Corinthians 1:4 Paul speaks of God's comfort toward
us: ". . .who comforteth us in all our tribulations,
that we may be able to comfort them who are in any trouble,
by the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted of
God" (King James Version). In this one verse alone the
concept of comfort appears four times. The verb‘myylhaAééb
is used three times and each time it is translated "to
comfort." The fourth word is the noun form ‘ﬂvyxkaqlzs,
which is translated "comfort." This emphasizes God's work
of comforting believers. Paul also deals with the concept
of believers ministering to other believers in such a way
as to comfort them. Thus in Ephesians 6:22 Paul wrote to
the Ephesians that Tychicus would comfort their hearts.

The third category is "to entreat.” This is the

e
second most frequent way in which Paul uses 1H?ZZKAAbQ).
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Paul uses this meaning in 1 Thessalonians 4:1. 'ﬂﬂf&KAAOQMbV’

. 4 ~
reinforces the word.%fkoﬂzeuiﬂﬂ which means "to request."2°

The exhortation which Paul gives here is made "in the Lord
Jesus Christ." This shows that the authority of Paul's
exhortation came from the authority of Christ. God used
Paul to gain the loyalty of the Thessalonians. He set an
example for them to live in a manner pleasing to Christ
in 1 Thessalonians 2:11. The admonition is an urging

and an appeal to the Thessalonians to draw them nearer

to Christ. The exhortation in 1 Thessalonians 5:14 urges
them to see the needs of certain people in the church.31
‘ﬂﬂp&KﬂAé&)in 2 Thessalonians 3:12 is similar to

1 Thessalonians 2:11 where the exhortation is in Christ,
and Paul wants these disorderly people to be won back to
the fellowship of the church.32 Paul had a fatherly
attitude toward the Thessalonians. Through it he drew
their attention to the obligations consequent upon the
fact that they were in Christ.33 The usage in these
examples is of a harsher nature than what is found when

“ "
the meaning of -rraf)a.\(o)\eoo is "to exhort" or "to comfort.

3%L,e0n Morris, The First and Second Epistles to
the Thessalonians (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing

Company, 1959), p. 117.

311pi4., p. 168.
321pid., p. 256.

331pid.
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7~
TTRPOKONE,
Here & i 0O takes on a somewhat negative sense. However

this was only done because the situation demanded it.

L}
Paul's use of'TroPaK)\r\G’LS is less frequent than

" thit o —rraPa.Ka)vsw

There are two categories of usages of

the noun which he employs. They are "consolation" and

"exhortation." "Consolation" is used more often than
"exhortation." ‘I\'QPOTK)\']F l§ appears more frequently in
2 Corinthians than in any other Pauline epistles. In
2 Corinthians "TTAPQ/AK)\']G{S appears nine times to mean
"consolation" and only twice does 'rraf)a/KArlﬂs mean
"exhortation." In Philippians 2:1 Paul speaks of consolation
in Christ. This was mentioned to uplift the Philippians.
Consolation is always a positive concept, whereas the nature
of the exhortation must be determined by the context.

In the epistle to the Hebrews 'rm,oaKa)\é@ appears
four times and ‘\T'o.PaKXrImS appears three ‘tlmes.y+ The
only other epistles in which ‘rl‘aPaKO)\&D appears are
1 Peter and Jude. In 1 Peter it appears three times and
in Jude it appears once. ‘WQPQ\O\']A‘IS does not occur in
any other epistles. Both 'rra(;at(a/\&cband "mea’K’L’]r‘j in
these non-Pauline epistles primarily have the meaning of
"to exhort" or "to encourage."

~
An interesting use of both —rrapak.a)\ew and

Here the entire

T\'apa./ldllms appears in Hebrews 13:22.

34The book of Hebrews will be treated as a non-Pauline
epistle in this paper.
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epistle is referred to as an exhortation, and the readers

are urged to accept it as such. The verse expresses the

concern of the writer of the epistle for the well-being of
his readers and the manner in which his words would be
received. It is clear that the epistle was not written
primarily to rebuke the readers, but to add to their
knowledge and to encourage them.

The writer of Hebrews also urges people in the
assembly to help one another by mutually encouraging one
another (Hebrews 3:13, 10:25). 'ﬂ'&f)ikkvns is expressed
as exhortation in Hebrews 12:5. In Hebrews 6:18
"consolation" is used and refers to the strong encouragement
found in God's promise.

These are some of the examples in which"ﬂaeaKa)¢§5
and‘Tﬂyx{qurls are used. From these, it can be seen that
the actual application of the terms needs to be determined
by the context. The purpose may be "to encourage,"

"to exhort," or "to comfort."” Sometimes‘ﬂapahaxﬁs and
‘ﬂapikkqizs have a negative concept in that the readers
are being rebuked for doing something wrong or for failing
to do what they should. However the widest usage is of

a positive nature and conveys the sense of encouragement.

One further use Of—mﬁaikA7515 needs to be
considered. In Romans 12:8 the gift of exhortation is
mentioned. It is considered to be one of the spiritual

According to Walvoord, exhortation is considered

gifts.
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to be the practical aspect of the teaching ministry in
that it is an appeal for action.3? However, the scope

of exhortation is not at all limited to only the pulpit
ministry, as shall be pointed out in the following

chapter. Lenski states that Paul admonished believers

to use what gifts they have and to admonish each other
wherever there is need.36 People often discover this

gift in themselves when others seek them out for
encouragement or consolation.37 It is a blessed gift to be
able to admonish and to encourage others based on what one
knows from the Word of God. Exhortation is very practical.

Those who possess this gift are to seek to find effective

ways to lead others to greater Christian maturity.

35John F. Walvoord, The Holy Spirit (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing House, 1954), p. 170.

36R. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul's
Epistle to the Romans (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing
House, 1936), p. 764.

37Kenneth Cain Kinghorn, Gifts of the Spirit
Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1976), p. 88.




CHAPTER IIT

BIBLICAL APPLICATIONS OF THE
PRINCIPLES OF “wapakakeio

In this chapter the concept of exhortation as
a part of the ministry of the pastor-teacher will be
considered. Following this, the practice of exhortation

by the layman will also be examined.

The Pastor-Teacher

Paul wrote epistles to Timothy and Titus for the
purpose of instructing and encouraging them in their
ministries. As observed in the preceding chapter, Paul
uses‘WuPaxp)éZo in his epistles with the primary meaning
"+o exhort." This can be seen to be true in his pastoral
epistles. Paul is telling Timothy and Titus to practice
exhortation as a part of their ministries. For this reason
these pastoral epistles demonstrate the place which exhortation

has in the ministry of the pastor-teacher. This usage is

applied to a number of circumstances.
In these epistles Paul laid out some guidelines

for young pastor-teachers. In 1 Timothy 531 he advised

Timothy to exhort older men as fathers. Paul knew that

some time in Timothy's ministry he would have to discipline

church members who had committed a sin. These members

could be of any age group. But in this particular
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passage Paul made reference to older people, "the advanced
age of persons does not give them license to do as they
please." Hence, there may be times when someone in
Timothy's position will have to admonish these older
persons. The admonition must have the tone of comfort,
encouragement, and assurance. The same verb is used with
reference to other age groups as well. The idea of this
admonition is to be firm but not brutal, least of all
toward the senior members of the local church.” These
people are to be called aside and to be dealt with.

The purpose of this may be to encourage, to comfort,

to exhort, to entreat, or to appeal to. The application
is not to excuse the elderly of their wicked ways. Rather
the pastor needs to deal firmly but gently with them.3

The admonition is in the context of a father-son relationship.
Tact, gentleness, and moderation should be employed. This
application also may be applied to other members of

the congregation regardless of age or seX. Without the
exhortation, people may not realize their improper

behavior. The purpose is to address someone and call to

1Homer . Kent, Jr.; The Pastoral Epistles
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1958), p. 168.

2William Hendriksen, New Testament Commenta
(Grand Rapidss Baker Book Houbaj'i95777‘bl“1657""£¥

31pid., p. 166.
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his attention the matter which needs to be dealt with.

Another application of exhortation can be seen
in relation to the issue of slaves and masters. Paul
presented some instructions for Timothy to teach regarding
this matter. In 1 Timothy 6:2 Paul requested Timothy to
establish a standard concerning slaves in all the churches,
because servant-master relationships were pitiful and
correction was needed.4 Paul emphasized that proper
relations must be developed especially between slaves
and masters who had become believers. The desired
relationship was that they should treat each other with
respect. Thus, Timothy's responsibility as the leader
was to keep teaching and exhorting them concerning their
proper relationship among themselves. The outcome was
to solve the dispute for the betterment of the body-life
of the church.

In 2 Timothy 4:2 Paul charges Timothy to do a
number of things including to reprove, rebuke, and exhort.
The exhortation is to be applied to those who have been
rebuked. This can be seen from Paul's statement because

the rebuke comes before the exhorta‘tion.5 Those who

b i tation of St. Paul's
R.C.H. Lenski, The Interpreta

Epistles to_the Colossiéns, Yo the Thessalonilans, ;o Timothy,
To Titus and to Philemon (Columbus: The Wartburg Press,

1956), p. 697.

5Kent, Pastoral Epistles, P- 293.
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have been rebuked then need encouragement and comfort.
This is to be done on the basis of the Word. They need
to be shown the means by which their sins can be forgiven
and their spiritual lives strengthened.6 The fatherly
approach must be taken and this should be done with
tenderness.

The ability to exhort is essential for a pastor-
teacher. Paul also wrote this to Titus. In Titus 1:9 he
stated ". . . that he may be able by sound doctrine both
to exhort and confute the opposers." According to Kent,
the pastor-teacher must be able to encourage and exhort
even those who oppose God's truth by applying the healthful
teaching of true doctrine. This ability must be functional
in order to protect the congregation from the inroads of
error and false teachers.7 Thus in Titus 2:15 Paul
urges Titus to continue to exhort. Titus must not fail
at his job as a pastor-teacher. He must admonish whenever
the occasion calls for it. This means to impress upon
the people the seriousness of the Word of God.

Hence, in these epistles, Paul instructed both
Timothy and Titus to exhort. This exhortation encompasses
the idea of urging, appealing, comforting and encouraging.

Exhortation is a definite part of the ministry.

61pid.

Cinid., p. 222.
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The Layman

The local congregation is not excluded from taking

part in exhortation. The members of a congregation have

a responsibility toward each other. Paul considered the

act of exhortation to be an important function in the

body of Christ. This can especially be seen in

1 Thessalonians. In chapter four Paul lays down his teaching
regarding the dead in Christ. Following this he states,
"comfort kﬂapaxaﬁezb ) one another with these words"

(1 Thes