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This critical monograph is directed at determining the nature
of the reference in Isaiah 66:21 to those who will be taken to serve
as priests and Levites. And, secondly, to determine what will be the
fulfillment of that prophecy. Simply stated there are two paramount
questions to be answered in Isaiah 66:2]1 and they are; Who? and When?
The writer's interpretation is based om the premillennial understanding
of the prophetic portions of the Word of God. It is the firm conviction
of the author that the premillennial approach to the problem of this
text gives the only logical and consistent answers.

This critical monograph is dedicated to my loving wife, Beth,
wvhose encouragement, help, and dedication through these years at seminary
has been a constant source of strength.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr., Johmn C.
Whitcomb, faculty advisor, whose aid and suggestions were deeply
appreciated.
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The importance of Biblical prophecy cannot be over-emphasized.
Prophecy 1s an integral part of the Word of God. It is sad that the
-wmmmmy.umxmwwtummt
of Bible prophecy. The author can well remember his first encounters
with prophecy and the grammar involved. Upon my entrance into Bible
college, having been saved for about two and a half years, I didan't
even know what the word "millemnium” meant. I heard it used im relation
tothotntmhttbnm.g.onlnmuhw-hdnnutpm.
and I found myself searching for answers. Never at that time did I
zm:ug:m-mumamm-mnmum
of the millennium. As I have grown in the grace and knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ it has become my increasing desire to know more about
God's prophetic program for the ages. The author has especially come
to be more desirous about knowing Israel’'s part in the coming Kingdom
of God on earth. It is with this motive that I sought out a verse in
the Word of God which has particular bearing on the milleanium and
Israel's part in that time.

The purpose of this monograph is to properly interpret Isaiah 66:21
in the light of its Biblical context and establish its teaching in
relation to the eschatalogical program of God. In this verse are the
words of God as 1s all of Scripture. It must be said again that these
words under comsideration are inspired of God. They are His words as
is pointed out in chapter sixty-six, verse ome, Thus saith Jehovah"
and in verse five, "Hear the word of Jehovah.” Verse twenty-one reads

"saith Jehovah."



umua-nmtnmmummtu
prophecy of things to come. There is the litersl method and the
allegorical method. One must at the very begimming establish his
mumuuuummumumu-
ularly those parts which have to do with prophecy. The allegorical
method of interpretation will saturally result in conclusions which
are in opposition to the conclusions of the literal method (gremmat-
ical-historical method). Oswald T. Allis, a leading spokesman for
the amillennial school, states it this way when he writes:

One of the wost marked features of Premillemnialism

in all its forms is the emphasis which it places on the
literal interpretation of Scripture. It is the insistent

the Dispensationalists. The question of literal versus

figurative interpretation “‘ therefore, one which has to

be faced at the very outset.

It should be quite evident as to the importance of ome's
hermeneut ieal approach to the Scriptures and especially to prophecy.
This matter will be dealt with later in this monograph but the author
of this study on Issiah 66:31 is convinced that the literal method
properly used 15 the right msethod in rightly dividing the Word of
Truth; and therefore, bas adopted the litersl method of ianterpretation.
It is the comviction of the author that this is the oanly correct and

consistent approach im studying the Word of God.

1-gewald 7. Allts, , (PMailadelphia:
The Presbyterian and Reformed o p.A7



Again let it be said that one's hermencutical method of
approach to the Scriptures is of supreme importance. Not only does
uum-o'oo-numuumummnn
especially in regards to the millemnial Kingdom of God. And here is
where Isaiah 66:21 enters in. This passage concerns that millemnial
kingdom yet future. It is my firm belief that the coming millemnius
will be the literal reign of Christ om this earth for ome thousand
actual years. Dr. McClain states it thus:

The future Kingdom will not be merely an
kingdom toward which the world ever strives but never

sttains . xtwuuumxummcmm
of Isreael or the kingdom of Great Britain. All prophecy
from first to last asserts and implies such literality;

There are many aspects to the millemnial kingdom but Isaiah 66:21
particularly teaches the ecclesiastical aspect (im part).

The purpose of this monograph will be to view Isaish 66:21 in
its proper perspective in relation to the coming millemnial reign of
Christ on this earth, and to reaffirm the literality of this coming
Nillennium.

D Lt R
unpublished class notes, Grace ' P






According to Biblis Hebraica, third edition, edited by
Rudolf Kittel







According to M. edited by Alfred Rahlfs
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ENGLISH VERSIONS



King James Versiom, 1611
And I will also take of them for priests and for Levites,
saith the Lord.
American Standard Versiom, 1901

And of them also will I take for priests and for Levites,
saith Jehovah.

Revised Standard Versiom, 1852

And some of them also I will take for priests and for
Levites, says the Lord.
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ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND
The Prophet

u&chu“dcblﬂ.dt&MMhm
to many other writers of Scripture. There are no contemporary writings
sbout him by other writers, and there are only a few dim traditions
as to the facts of his life and death. Therefore, all that can be dome
is to briefly look at the prophet's writings and see what they tell
us of the man and drav inferences wherever legitimate.

Isaiah was the son of Amoz (not to be confused with Amos).
Ancient Jewish tradition says that Amoz was & younger som of Joash,
King of Judah. It seems that Amoz was a well-known persomality. At
least thirteen times in the Old Testament the prophet is referred to
as "the som of Amoz" (2 Rings 19:2,20; 20:1; 2 Chronicles 26:22;
33:20,32; Isadah 1:1; 2:1; 13:1; 20:2; 37:2,21; 38:1). It is very
possible that Isaiah was closely related to the royal line.

Isaiah lived in Jerusalem and was & married man with at least
two children (8:3). Bach of Isaiah's two soms was given a name which
was symbolical of a part of the prophet's message (7:3, 8:3).

The neme Lsatad, 7 /] NG wesws 77 NWT
Jehovah saves. muut-nh.n«'v..utbu-m:

name Isaish...would seem to indicate that he

whose belief in the Lord God of

who man
Israecl was strong and living, perhaps that dedicated
his child to be a witness of the truth which the name

Bible, (Grand Rapids: Zondervan . . IV,



13

The prophet Isaiah has been called s "many-sided genius.” He
mmmuuundmmtmm.-m.-m
and a statessan. uumn—mm&wsuﬁnm-m
amdmmmm.mm.udum.
bmhmouty-!.hmony-mmum.
xmm-nxmt-mutydmmumm
throughout the book.

M'o%m:ﬂ.ﬂnt&nhdl&ﬂmd
Judah—-Uzziah, Jothan, Abaz, and Hezekiah. His ministry sust have
lasted for approximately forty years. It began towards the end of
um'-muwmumwudm'-mp.
mm.uqumcmm%mumummc.
and extended to approximately 690 B.C.Y Isaiah was prophesying whem the
mmnm-cumxmuummtuqnmm
ia 722 B.C.

Contemporary with the prophet Isaiah were Hosea and Micah. Amos
umwmmcqu.m“u‘mmnm.
Like Isaiah both Hosea and Micah prophesied in Judah.

Tradition says that Isaiah was put to death by Heszekiah's som
and successor, the wicked Manasseh, even telling us that he was killed
by being “sawn asunder.” When the prophet fled from Mamasseh, he hid
in the hollow trunk of & tree which the king caused to be sawn asunder,
thus killing the prophet. Many think that this tradition is without

4+ J0mn ¢. Fiitem. St of Oid Teptement Kiaee
and Prophets, (Winoma Lake:




say werrant. Geerge L. Robinscn in The Intermationsl Standard Bible

Engyclopasdia gives the following table for Isaiah's prophecies and

thelir am:‘

m.
1-9
7-13
15:1 - 16:13; 17
13:1 - 14:33
14:24-27
14:28-32

a3

24-27

28:1-6

19

38

39
21:11,12,15-17
22:15-25

:
1
i

between

shortly betore

shortly before

3§ 3833383332338 %323 233

2&2&:33&&&%3:33&;;3

n'..mn

The Prophet's Book

The historical background of Isaish is found in 2 Chromicles and
2 Kings. For about two centuries the kingdom had been divided.
Israsl, the Northern Kingdom, had been ruled by a succession of evil

kings, "who made Israel to sian.”
Since Jercboan 1 there had been a steady decline spiritually

ia the Northern Kingdom. In the period just prior to the ministry of
Isaiah the Northern Kingdom was ruled for forty-one years by the




powerful and brillisat Jeroboam II of the house of Jehu.
ﬂ“‘lt&thdwmmw

T S i S

ultimate judgment of God, as Amos and Hosea showed.

mm:nu.mmmmcumnm-u
Assyria. BEgypt bad just preceded Assyris as the leading power but now
vas on the decline and was involved in & struggle to the death with the
rising, aggressive Assyria. This is an important point that must be
remembered in interpreting the political allusions throughout the
book . mtum'omnmmmmmmtn
Northern Kingdom and invaded and was threatening his own country of
Judah.

Judah was ruled by the descendants of King David. Some of the
kings were good and some bad, but im spite of even the "good” omes
there was a steady spiritual decline in Judah. Usziah and his sem
Jotham were comparatively good kings, but outward prosperity caused
Judah to forget God. Jotham's son Ahaz was a wicked man and one who
introduced abominable pagan practices iato the kingdom (2 Kings 16:2+4).
At various times Judah attempted allisnces with Assyria and Egypt.
Isaiah dencunced such actions and cried to Judah for repemtance
towards God. Isaiah prophesied of the doom of Judah at the hands of
Babylon. He told Judah of the coming Babylonian captivity evem though
the nev Babylomian Baspire had not become powerful ia Isaiah's day.

* Altred Breta, foatsh Vhe Selvetien of Jeberey”
Ml Moody Press, p.




u-,u.ummwammm—..mmm
the reign of Hesekiah. He was coe of the best and most remarkable
of all the kiags (2 Kings 18:1-20; 2 Chromicles 29:1-32:33).
hmh-dt&M‘Mﬂﬂhdmht&ld-
uu-.m--mmdmu«xm.

The Unity of the Book of Isaiah

Ammumuummummtydmam

by Isaiah, Since the year 1750, a great meny destructive critics of
z-munmm-nyumuunmum
it. The critics have evidently desired to be sure that Isaiah has
ho."n-u-t"t.uq.nhumnnu..uow
of & "Doutero~lsaiah” snd & "Trito-Isaiah.” The writer of Isaish 1
to 39 1s called "Proto-lsaiad,” while the suthor of Isaiah 40 to 66
is called "Deutero-Isaiah.” The latter is also referred to as the
“Babylonian Isaiah,” "the grest Unnamed” and "the great Unknown."

It 1s not the purpose of this study to make an iavestigation of the
eritical view and give a detailed answer. However, it must be pointed
out that the basic issue here is the inspirstion of the Bible. If the
Bible were merely a bhuman book like other books them the miracles and
genuine prophecy would be doubted. But the Bible is a supernatural
book and is God-breathed. The critics cannot believe in miracles and
genuine prophecy because of their ratiomalistic approach. BExtensive
proof of the unity of Isaiah must be left to the field of Old Testament



a7

introduction, cumm.ﬂnmmmtu.
mmcmu-odmum..-a.mm
unvavering faith in the unity of the prophecy of Isaiah. 76 help
bear cut that umity the following outline is evident. Isaish 1 to 35
u.mdmto“-‘mmthm
erisis. Isaiah 36 to 39 is historical marrative comcerning the sick
king Hesekiah. This portion in Isaiah acts also as & tramsitiom
between the prophet’s messages concerning the Assyrian crisis and
the Babylonian crisis. JIsaiah 40 to 66 is that section which has to
do with the coming Babylonian invasiom and future restoration. Ia
t&mt-dﬁ“th”thﬂmmtbm
eaptivity, but rather he speaks as if he were living towards the end
of the seventy years of captivity. Chapters 40 to 66 can be divided
into three logical divisions: 40 to 48, deliverance from ceptivity;
49 to 87, deliverance from sin; 58 to 66, deliverance from everything
that is not right. Isaiah ends his prophecy om the glorious and
thrilling note of future restoration for all Israel. Ellison in his

wvork on the Prophets gives the following cutlise: '
A. Assyrian background. Chs. 1-39




In the closing chapters of Isaiah there is 2 close mingling of
both future glory and judgment. Chapters 64 to 66 may very well be
called "The Gloricus Consumation.” In chapter sixty-six the prophet
continues to tell of the future blessings that shall ocme day be
Israel's and even for all the world., God will be served in bumble
sincerity. The faithful shall be comforted. God's severe judgments
shall fall wpon the wicked. The Lord Jesus Christ Himself shall be
worshipped in His holy mountain Jerusalem. Dr. J. Vernon MeGee says
in relation to the closing chapter of Isaiah:

i-' !!il
"
ll
"

;
i
1
|
}2



purpose of God and none can deter him. All of God's

mmm-,'n;e‘uuum.' 'The Kingdom

is the Lard's.

utumuummuwnmum
Kingdom and her King shall rule even the King of Kings and Lord of
Lords. What a gloriocus prospect for Isrsel who needed comfort ia
the midst of her oppressors. The tragedy of Isrsel's unbelief and
destruction was great but even greater will be her future delivere
aace and restoratiom, all of which points to the coming Kingdom of God
on earth.

It is the purpose of this monograph to iavestigate Israel's
comnection ecclesiastically to this coming literal kingdom.

All Seripture references throughout this monograph are takea
from the American Standard Versiom of 1901.

"J.b—*. t + (Los Angeles:
Church of The Open Door, 1987) p.



STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS



STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS
N e R e

Minor Problem: What be t Function
it 5 and Levites?

21



VARIOUS INTERPRETATIONS



Major Problem: To Whom does the Phrase
"of them" Beter?

Any Israelite in the Millennium View

This view states that Isreelites of the mom-priestly tribes
shall be brought into the position of priests and Levites in the
New Jerusalem. Isaiah 61:0 is given in support of this view.
C. J. Ellicott holds to this view:

We are left to determine whether the promise is




Gentile Converts in the Milleanium View

Mobhem is said to refer to those who have been converted from
among the heathen nations. Delitzsch says:

The latter (heathen), having been incorporated iato the
priestly congregation of Jehovah are not even excluded from the
priestly and Levitical service of the sanctuary...vhat is here
promised must be something extraordinary, and not self-evident,
mehem must refer un! converted heathen, by whom the Israelites
had been brought home.ll

Delitzsch quotes Friedlander and Ottemsosser as also holding
this view,

Mehem, 1.e. of those heathen who bring them home, will He
take for priests and Levites, for all will be saints of Jehovah;
mm-.hh-”tmu.u.dm‘rml.-d
the Isrselites offered by their hand to a minchah.

Others who hold to this view are Cheyne,l® Pausset,l? Rawlinson, 1S

and Jemnings who writes:

—

This then shall be the joyous call of Israel to the Gentiles;
and, in respomnse, the Gentiles bring t Israel teo
Jehovah, as the priests of the Sanctuary bring a ‘gift-offering;’
and Jehovah accepts those Gentiles in that way. He even takes
some of them for priests and Levites, so that in that millemnial
m.mummmum.mxuumam

s,

serving as priest

i
i

New Tostament Ministers and Teachers View
Tais view teaches that _ T) /) D refers to those comverts
from the Gentiles who beccme teachers and leaders in the Chureh ia
this preseat age. Calvin holds to this view,

e B, Delitsseh, Bibliss] Otmmentary oo the Prophectes
of Isaiah, (Bdinburg: T&I ’ ' P

9 T.K. Cheyne, s (New York:
Thomas Whittaker, Bible House, s P




hmu“ﬂhh-w_nm-l
mmn—mmmmm“eno—um.m
appointed to execute this distinguished office; that is, to preach
thl.nu-.ulﬁ.m.-‘math-dnu.
vho offered spiritusl sacrifices to God by the Gospel.l?

Bensonl® ang 011119 aiso hold this view.

Jows of the Diaspora-oanly View

The holders of this view say that nI_ZQ means that

--uuu:u--umuumn‘hum.' Alexander quotes
Hitzig and KEnobel as holding this view.
Hitzig and Enobel, more comsistent in their exposition, go
usot-p—nwn“mmmm.m.

that of them means of the scattered Jews, who not be
excluded from the homors of the priestly office.

Both Israelite and Gentile Converts View

This view is held by J.A. Alexander. He writes:

to Jehovah, the priests and lLevites offered the oblation at
Jerusalem. But this agency was not to be confined to the Jews
wvho were mmmn;m elso of
the » priests tes o -
offer ¢+ 4.0, to complete the vocation of the Gemtiles.
o N DA R R
mm' ¥a, B. Berdmans . ’ « 9y P .
15. george Rawlinsoca, & , (Chicago: Wilecox
.'Olhtt “o‘ ,. N. " .. .

16. r.c. Jennings, m g Isaiah, (New York: Lodeaux
Brothers, ). p. TO,

17. somn mm.w. (Grand Rapids:
u. B. Berdaans ”W“ Y . « S0 .



Literal Dispensational View

This view teaches that gllﬂ has reference to the
fulfillment of 1 Samuel 2:35, Jeremiah 33:17-23, and Bsekiel 40:46,

44:15 in that the millenmnial temple of Baekiel will have the sons of
Zadok as its priests. Among those who hold to this view are MeClain®
and Pentecost who writes:
It is thus to be ocbserved that God has set aside the

whole Levitical line because of their apostasy, has singled

out the line of Zadok from within the levitical line, and

appointed to his seed the important priestly ministry of

the millennial age .29

In relation particularly to Isaiah 66:21; Jeremiah 33:15~18 and
Bzekiel 20:40-4]1 he writes:

All of which teach the restoration of a priesthood and
the amut-u- of a bloody sacrificial system during that
age.

This 1is the view of the author and it shall be fully defended
under the Writer's Interpretation of the Major Problem.

23. J.WW.
(Grand Rapids: Zoadervan Pub . e P .

— Alva J. MeClain, Greatness of , (Grand
Rapids: Zondervan Publishing Co., ¢« P .

35. 5. Deight Pentecost, , (Pindlay, Ohio:
Dunbham Publishing Co., 1988). »p. é

3. mig. . 817,






WRITER'S INTERPRETATION
Najor Problem: To Whom does the Phrase
"ot them" Refer?
The Literal Dispensational View

mmwmmuucu”mu--cm
problem but instead will give a thorough treatment to what he believes
uum-um-s-ummuumu-utum
“of them" The conclusion reached in solving this problem will
umwu.udmmmmnun. and will validate the
mwmmummmmuthtm
pages. However, it must be pointed out again that the basic hermeneu~
tical presupposition to this passage of Seripture and all of the Word
of God on the part of this author is the literal or gramsatical-
historical method. Pentecost defines this method as follows:

The literal method of interpretation is that method
of interpretation that gives to each word the same exact
meaning it would have in normal, ordinmary, customary
usage, whether employed in writing, speaking or thinking.
nummp—tmmmmu.uu-
mtmmcm-muunmu‘rwmn
grammatical and historical considerations.

It 1s on this basis that the following study is made.

£
§

#7+ 3. Dright Pentecost, op. cit., p. 9



to the sons of Zadok who are called out from the 13,000 Levites who
are sealed in the tribulation period (Rev. 7:7). Therefore, in the
broad sense “of them" does refer to Isrsel, but it must be applied
even more particularly to the Zadokian Levitical priests. The author
feels along with many others that this is the best, ia fact the caly
way, to iaterpret this passage.

God has definitely promised to the line of Zadok an
everlastiag priesthood (I Sam. 2:35, ef. I Kings 3:37, 33),
wvhich confirms His promise of an everlasting priesthood to
his ancestor Qlum. 25:13), which also confirms His
promise of an ever ing priesthood to Aaron (ixodus 20:9,
40:15), these three men being in the same line (I Chrem.
§:3, 50). Furthermore, this promise of an everlasting
priesthood was strongly confirmed by God through Jeremiah
(33:17-22) , who 1links the perpetuity of the lLevitiecal
priests with the perpetuity of the Davidic kingship and
the perpetuity of the earth's rotation upon its axis! Im
view of these tremendous promises of God, how comforting
it 1s to see that He means exactly what Ne says, and that
cuummcmxnu-nmm
Zadok as its priests! (40:46, 44:15). The intrinsic
probability of this being fulfilled literally is strengthened
immensely by the mention of 12,000 Levites who are sealed

daw e '
, and Zadok are :u.mmu-u.-n
insist that His promises to David will be literally fulfilled?
(I1 Sam. 7:13, 16).
S0 in essence Isaiah 66:21 and the prepositional phrase
D 11D refer to the re-tnstitution of a Levitical order ia

that {u.mnm-omnu-t-.mumn.




l-u-zcuwumu-nn-

Proper Interpretation of Scripture Argument
mmmut-mmucummmu
Seripture iavolved. And it is the firm comnviction of the author that
the literal method of approach is the most comsistent and correct
interpretatiomn, The allegorical approach (amillemnial snd post mille
ennial) would make n“!a refer to the church. This is their
mmxummmmcmtumuumxm
fulfilled in the church., The allegorizers make the accusation that &
thoroughly literal interpretation of Scripture is impossible. Allis
gives the following reasons ia meking this assertion:
(1) The language of the Bible often contains figures of
a):::-:u—dtnmu.ummwzn
dealings with mankind. God is a Spirit; the most
precious teachings of the Bible are spiritusl,
a)mtmmmmmmummun-uy
n‘mtmuthbvmummuu
tomm
These statements are of course only the lead part to a more
detailed explanation and vindication to the allegorical method of
approach. Let me hasten to say that a true "“literalist” would be the
first to agree with Dr. Allis on these points. It is an error ina
thinking to say that one who interprets the Bible literally ignores
these important truths; that is, there is the use of symbols in the

Word of God to teach spiritual truth. There is a place for the use

9. oswald T. Allis, , (Philadelphia:
The mm and Reformed o » PP. 17-18.



of figures of speech such as similies, metaphors, ete. The language
of Seripture is in the language of the common man. Ood gave it to be
understood by all Spirit-filled Christians and nct just the “clergy.”
Pr. Byrie sums it up this way:

Literal interpretation results in sccepting the text

of Scripture at its face value. Based on the philosophy

that God originated language for the purpose of communicating

His message to man and that He intended man to understand

nessage plainly. In the prophecies of the Old Testament,

plain interpretation {inds many s Af interpreted
literally, have not yet been fulfilled.

It is the error of the amillenmizlist and all sllegorizers to
say that the word Israel means the Church and vice versa. There is &
distinction and to deny this and equate the two as basically one is a
grave and disastrous hermeneuticel mistake. Does not even the Apostle
Paul wake a distinction when he says, "Give no occasion of stusbling,

either to Jows, or to Greeks, or to the church of God."

Immediante Comtext of Issish 68:21 Argument

That the prophet lsaiah is speaking of the future in this portiom
of his prophecy 15 unguestionable. BEven those who would allegorize
this part of Isaiah's prophecy assert that that which is spoken of is
& time yet future to the historical circumstences. In the whole latter
portion of the book Isaiah the central theme is that of the coming
Babylonian captivity, the immediate restoratiom from it and a coming
even more glorious restoration. This “glorious restoration” yet future

— e ———

% cnarles C. Ryrie, Dispensatiomslism Today, (Chicago:

Noody Press, 1868), ». 98




mmmumwmxmthmmmhttmm
yot be fulfilled. Yes, tumwum-wnowm
is that the Redeemer is coming to Ziem. Dr. Martin says of chapters
sixty four to sixty six:
h-putmdthn..‘uﬂdtbh&
Mmuutumldhumu-“Mun
foretaste of an even greater deliverance; in its descriptiom
umum.xumcm.wnaum

Comes; and in its building wp to climex of the glorious
future for the nmation of Israel.

bmatomumuummmuxty-u:
mmmmu'-zmm.

utbnnmu.dlml-dm..tbtn-

gressors .32
mmmxmummmtwmum
beyond his own time to that of ome centuries later. It is in the
word “later” that the crux of the matter lies. The amillemnialist says
that Isaiah's prophecies concerning Israel were and are fulfilled im
the Church. Dr. Allis says concerning the prophecies of Isaiah

sixty six:

The statement, “Howbeit the Most High dwelleth mot ia
temples made with hands,” 1s clearly meant to be axiomatic.
It suggests 1 Kings 8:27, but is
appeal to Isa. 66:1, which as used by Stephen

3L+ Altred Martin, op. eit., p. 117
32.
Ibid.
*%* Oswald T. Allis, Prophecy and the Ghureh, op. eit.,



u.uxu-nuumdmmcutmmmu
MM““OWM&“MCI&.““'&CM&‘
God’s cmnipresence. Ne camnot be comtained in any building, no matter
how magnificent. -.mmnmmmmm-
u-«.mumm-mmcmuu-mxm-
filment . But all does not stand or fall on this ome point. There are
ummt-ummmtndlmwmtuut
umuxmxamdw-mhummmcma
Israel to her land.

In Isalah 66:10-14 it is prophesied that “in that coming age”
tmuuutuunmuumdmmum. Would
mmt“cm:qummtmsn—udmm.
especially for lIsrael? mmcnmu-quu
x-mx'on--buu.umn—umuumu-mm
applied to the Church age as the allegorizers would do.

mm-uutmmn..uh.od:q. It 1s also to
be one of peace. There will be the removal of the curse as is stated
in Isaiah 65:35, "The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the
u--mxmmxmm-;mmmxumm'o
food.” Animal creation will be changed s0 as to lose its vemom and
ferocity.

In the final chapter of Isaiah ome reads such statements as these;
"..with Jerusalea” “..natioms...they shall come” “to my holy mountain
Jorusalem,” (86:10, 13, 18, 20). These verses and the abundant testimony
of Scripture as & whole verifies the fact that there shall be a re-
gathering of Isrsel to the land of Palestine. This 1s the particular



theme of Isaiah 66:20-22. The promise of s regathering of Israel to
ber land is inescapabdble. Charles Hodge, & postmillemnialist, argues
MlWMtM“th'M‘.‘C&““G&W
Land. -umm-'—uumtmmun-utb
selection of two shall be mentiocned here. He says first of all:
The argument from the ancient prophecies is proved to

be invalid, because it would prove too much. If those
mcmx.mw-u-.mm

that o w
tual
is to be its details.

Dr. Hodge goes on to say in relation to the Jew and Geantile:

The ides that the Jows are to be restored to their
own land

i
g

uummmdcmmu“mm
mmumtmm.mmu—tumm-
ically that there 1is to be a restoration of Isreel to the land and that
there is a difference between lsrael and the Church. What & shame it
is to see all the wonderful promises to the mation lsrael land in the
scraphesap of spiritualization. 0Dr. Walveord, a lesding premillean~
ialist sums wp the whole matter of the prophesies to Israel and her
retura to the land of Palestine in the following way!

M- cnarles Nodge, , (Orand Repids:
. B, Berdaans m “o. N-C, » . o P 808,



Land. It is with this event in mind that the prophet Isaiah writes;
“And they shall bring all your brethren cut of all the nations of as
oblation unto Jehovalh...to my holy mountaian Jerusalem, saith Jehowah..
«.into the house of Jehovah.” (Isatah €6:20).

There is ome fimal prophecy in relation to the millemaial kingdom
vhich must be mentiomed. Isaiah proclaims that there is to be unified
worship of God and God's Nessiah in the coming kingdom. All of the werld
shall be involved in this. This is one of the cutstanding character-
istics of the restored theocracy, evem the adoration given to the
Lord Jesus Christ (Isa. 12:1-6; 30:1-28; 61:10-11; 86:33; Jere. 33:11;
Buok. 40:1-40:24). lIsaiah 00:33 says, “And it shall come to pass...
shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.” The main
poiat of Isaiah 00:20 is that the nations will worship in Jerusalem.

». Johm F. Walvoord, » Miadlay,
Ohio: Dunban Publishing Co., . P .



numuowt-umwutmsummm
m.wuwmwmcmumudmmm
worship of the Messiah is the verse, "And of them also will I take
for priests and for Levites, saith Jehovah.” (Isa. 86:21). One
mu»mummsmumutbm-nz-m
nation umx.aumnuuuncumu connection betweea Israel
mmmacumnw-uudmutuw
kingdoam. mmdb.mnﬂ-.tu-tmnqnna
nu-unquummtcmum.umu-
mmcmmuuummmwuxm
prophecies being fulfilled now. This could only be possible
“tthmmcmdthmmlnmd

.tummunﬂmnsuma
the millennium, cutb comstant proclamation of the truth

regarding Christ.
lzuuummmmmnmumu

drawa to a close. m-cmdmmummmm
uzummm“suu-tmﬂntmumwum'-

3+ soun 7. walvoord, Lerael in Prophecy, (Grand Mapids:
Zondervan m Co., u). P .



mmuuxmwm

mumtmtmuwmammm
:um-zotuudmunmmmmuu
x-nuuuuuu:umuum:m-mumuw
m.ue-ccmmu.uwuu.uxtqu. This seems
to be & line of Biblical interpretation that the "spiritualiszers”
conveniently neglect. It is very interesting to read the hermencutical
gymnastics of the allegorizers in their futile attempt to interpret
mmxudmumaau«.mxm.mm
parallel portions in Isaiah, especially Isaiah 66:21. The amillen-
mzn-xummuamnutumgmm
concerning the restoration of the temple, sacrifices, and function of
the Zadokian priesthood. For instance Hamilton says:

In the first place, for Christians to look forward

to a literal temple in Jerusalem, with the restoration of

the whole sacrificial system, seems to dishomor the sacrifice

of Christ om the cross...any memorials are unnecessary when

cn-—uhmuwum.um

would be after His Second Coming.
Allis says in relation to chapter sixty six of Isaiah:

¥aile Isaiah in one of his most startling prophecies

(668) denounces the idea of the rebuilding of the temple and

restoration of its ritual sacrifices in the stromgest

possible terms. 40

Such statements as these and many others that could be given
simply point out the fact that the "spiritualisers” of Old Testament
have no real exegetical interpretatiom for those millemnial prophecies

in the VWord of God.

. rloyd 3. mmtlton, .
(Gread Rapids: Wa., B. Berdmsans o e P .
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It 1s :uzmmnm«mmmm_ﬁ_ﬂ_ﬁ_

refers to the Zadokian priesthood which is prophesied and emumersted
upon in the following parts of the Word of God.

In the Pentateuch we find the seed plot of the prophecies comcerne
ing the promise of an everlasting priesthood. There is first of all
umto“m&mthmndnm“usuh
without end. Bxodus 29:9 reads, "...Asrom and his soms....they shall
have the priesthood by a perpetusl statute..” and im Bxodus 40:18
“-uemmcmth...mmqm-u-ntu
mm’-a:m;.mmmmmuuum-m-
lasting priesthood through-out their gemerations.” The context of
these verses is the establishment of the Levitical priesthood im the
Bation of Israel and in the case of the referemce in Exodus 40:15 the
particular circumstance is the erectiom of the tabermacle., These ure
wnmmtmmummmm. Ellicott
says in reference to Exodus 20:9:

That is, not only shall they individually be priests,

:‘Lhmmﬂmummu.-‘uu

There are no conditions placed slong with this promise. The

mmmuua:uu_nm_mm

Oswald T. Allis, op. git., p. 63
“. .o ‘o m. ao mo. NO ‘O .‘ -



everlasting, forever, or contimually. It is quite true that the

priesthood was reserved for Asrom's descendants as Comnell states:
ur-mmo-an.-u-t-ormm
tummmm.mm.tm.umm

ewvay, mmmm..au)uunuxqum“

Priesthood remained it was reserved for Aarcu's descendants.
uumm:azwummmutbm
uuu&mmx—.mummunndmmr This
uutomth&tb“t“W”hn‘httt‘“h
the present age. MunMQQIM“dmﬂumm
dﬁrut-thm.htmﬁth-u-dwutohmmd
co-mum-mmuuumtmumtue
the promise of an everlasting priesthood reaches. Of course there will
u-mtmmmntuuvummmmmuu
be dealt with later. But the fact remains that to Aarom was promised
an everlasting priesthood.

In Numbers 25:13 another promise of the everlasting mature of the
Mb‘“ﬂmuhﬁnﬁn.t&m‘.d“.mmd
Eleszar. The promise reads as follows:

And it shall be unto him, and to his seed after him,

thmduwlh~h—n
Jealous for his God, and made atomement for the children
of Isrsel.

In the midst of idolatry Phinehas stood strong for the Lord. He
carried out judgment om Zimri for bringing & foreign woman into the
camp of Israel, and it was for Phinehas' obedience that God remewed His
promise of an everlasting priesthood in Israel.

43. 5. ¢. comnena, , (Grand Rapids:
a. B. Berdmans m .o. s P



hmmudt&mm.oc-mthm
uthmmtmnmtommm. The seed of this
prophetical truth is growing. Aucumm-m
euuummuxh—;zm.'xuunm-.m
priest, that shall do sccording to that which 1s in my heart and in my
usmxuumum-mmoaumm
snointed forever.” Eli, the high priest, was a descendant of Ithamer,
one of the four soms of Aarom, Ithamar and Eleazar ministered coord-
muuuthwn'ommmuumntmmmw
mmmmmmuuty. It is evident that this was
&a unauthorized usurpation om the part of Xi{ (1 Sam. 2:27,28,30).
m-mdngmummmmmsudm. As a
nuxtdmnmu-um.om'uo.to“&
destruction of the house of Eli, and to declars that "a faithful priest”
would find his rightful place. mmumn&uuxm
zxn.u“mmwmmmwmm
put ia his place Zadok. “ﬁhm-‘muﬂdnmwm
mmuut-‘mm-«m-mum
to the office of priest before Jehovah. It is the opiniom of Ellicott
that the "faithful priest” promised in 1 Samuel 2:35 is Samuel himeelf.

He so states:




ucmu-uu-oumtncum Mu-cml-aw.
wtommmdmmdu‘. huutc-tmdhvuu
h-oloquhnnuudm'tothm“u-tohm
"uuuum-c'mn--ummmmmmmr—u.
Mmhﬁmut&m‘.'ﬂtmm't
Although not expressed, it 1s plainly implied that

:mmmwuuwu-.-uumnuxm

ummu“.‘om“ttnmuauty

BOth to God and to the king (1 Kings 2:27, 35; 1 Chr. 24:23) .44

muzu-m"mm&u"mmm-uum
continually? Ultimately uutoumm“m.mu
Sadok and his office as priest it was king Solomon. 'lowm.-ohy

ututmmxmdmn.mmdmmumm

The kings of lsreael were, from the mode of their comse~
cration, called "the Lord's ancinted.' 1In this view the




It 1s clearly seen from the portions of the Old Testament thus
considered that the promise of an everlasting priesthood is reitersted
time and again. un-mummuumm.

In the Prophetical books the promise to Aarom 1s once again confirmed
end 1s seen in a clearer light than in any place so far. It is the
prophet Isaiah who first makes reference to the future glory of Israel
and the priesthood. Isaiah 61:6 says that "..ye shall be named the
priests of Jehovah;..” The prophet is here speaking to Israel and it
is from Israel that the priests shall be taken and by no means the
Gentiles. That is the point of this verse and not that all of Israel
will be priests or that this is referring to spiritusl lsrael. This
prophecy is qualified by other referemces to the everlasting priesthood,
but this verse undoubtedly limits the priesthood to Israel and mo
Gentiles bave any part in this.

The next prophet to confirm the everlasting priesthood of Aarom
through Zadok is Jeremiah. In the thirty third chapter and verses
seventoen through twemty four is found what may be the stromgest confir-
mation of the promise. Jeremiah establishes the time he is speaking
sbout as “in those days.” The everlasting nature of the Davidic king-
ship is confirmed in verse seventeen and immediately comnected with
it is the perpetuity of the priesthood. Jeremiah says in verse
eighteen:

mwmummtu::mm-mw

me to offer burnt-offerings, and to moal offerings, and
to do sscrifice comtimually.



mmz-mcn-mmmmmmm-

hood is of much significance. l'umwwnhtmx
muuuomummcmmm

mmummmdc-umm.-

which its existence and continuance depended. The priesthood

The Eingtun Gorurod then of ¥ae Giviss ootases dl oy Sovens:

nntmwnmmmmmhuuoun‘-u
the Levitical priesthood it is interesting to mote the proof givea
concerning the eternal nature of each, Jeremiah says that as long as
there is day and night God will not break His covemant. Yes, the
perpetuity of the earth's rotation wpom its axis illustrates the ever-
lasting nature of the Davidic kingdom and the Levitical priesthood.
And to make evem more impressive the pledge given, that the covemant
with David and the Levitical priesthood can never be brokem, the Lord
adds the promise of & numerous increase of the seed of David and the
Levites. The comparison with innumerable host of stars and the
immeasurable quantity of the sand reminds us of the patriachal promises.
Things were looking very bleak indeed for Israel, for the theocracy had
appeared to cease to exist, 0 the Lord through the prophet Jeremiah
pledged the re-establisiment and renmovation of the kingdom of God.
The institution of the Davidic kiangdom and the Levitical priesthood shall
not fall to the ground but shall stand for ever and ever. BEven the
amillennialist will adhere to this but the question is whether this
promise is to be understood literally or spiritually. It is here that

the allegoriser waters down the wonderful promises of God to the natiom

“-e.». bﬂ-W.um-
(Bdinburgh: 7T.4F. Clark, M « 4, P

44




of Israel. uus.m.u.mmnmau-m
as this for he himself says:

mmn-uo-oummumcmdunux—sw

begins his “spirituslization” when he says:

It seems quite inconsistent om the part of the "spiritualizers” to say
mmmu.mmu.mmcmmm

mmmcammmmﬂnmum

conceraing these things in the future they sbandon their literality
and flee to a weak and fanciful interpretationm. Jeremiah the prophet
saw a literal restoration of the theocracy under David and its

Levitical priesthood, but one ia which the King of Kings would be in the

midst persomally. Pemtecost says of the Davidic covemant in Jeremiah

4a7.

m.. p. 74,
®. Ibid., p. 70,



thirty threet

th.u-gumwchttummum-mum
mth“.tht“.mthml“m“ﬂh‘b’
Nessiah in the millemnial age.

mmmmntuumxmumcumu
mmunumu—ut—wnmm. Bzokiel in
n-mummxmywtﬂyomtm-:mhund
detail the restoratiom of the temple and the establishment of the
Zadokian priesthood. m-ucmuqmmdmu
interpret and there are various interpretations given in explaining
it. However, the author is comvinced that a thorough investigatiom
dﬁon*tht‘tdthmtdt.“d.lm.tol
xumxmuhacmmm:mlmctw-m.
m-u-uam-..uuu.mmuuaumu—uxc-u
aad the Levitical priesthood closely related to the worship of the
Messiah,

Only when the Lord has gathered Judah and Israel, when
has established His gloriocus Kingdom and

in
ummmmmhuu-mmm.un
his last vision of Esekiel become history .50

L

49, Dwight Pentecost, op. git., p. 291
50

" Armo C. muw. (New York:
'M u.. Publication “““. s P



mmmummm.mnmxmummd
m.wnmmd.utothmmc&nm:h.utml
temple. lolounnouttoun-oumtmytmtmy
.wamxummmmmu. Let us look
At some of these references, Bsekiel 40:46 says:

And the chamber whose prospect is toward the morth is
zcmmo.tumdtumdmaxm:
tmmcumum.mmummuw
come near to to er unto him,

Esekiel 44:15:

But the priests the Levites, the sons of Zadok, that
kept the charge of my sanctuary whem the childrem of Israel
wvent astray from me, they shall come near to me to minister
unto me; and they shall stand before me to offer unto me
the fat and the blood, saith the Lord Jehovah:
Mmmth,l.chdthtuththtthmhnm

nzntuuwumummummd-um
as priests in the millemnial temple. The amillennialists have no
exegesis for these chapters in Esekiel. Blackwood, a contemporary
anillemnialist, gives evidence to this fact by the way he states the
fulfillment of Esekiel 44:15, 16, He writes:

The reasom for choosing the Zadokite priests, like
that for rejecting the levites, is moral, Spiritual leadere
ship sust be entrusted to those who have demonstrated their
willingness to stand firm for God. The Christian can accept

the goal, even while rejecting the hereditary method of
attaining 1t .51

.‘. m'o M. kc. _W'
(Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1968), p.




It should be quite evideat from this prophetic application given that
the amillennialist has little to offer in the wvay of interpretation
and application of the Rsekiel forty through forty eight prophecy
concerning the millennial temple. The promise of an everlasting priest-
hood to Aarom, Phinehas, and Zadok is taken from the Levitical priest-
hood of Israel and applied to the church. If the priest Zadok could
know about this 'm'utnmutuummnumu
would be greatly saddened. That the millennial temple is to be litersl
tad the Zadokian priesthood its ministers is stated very comcisely by
Unger:
At the second advent Christ will restore the Judaic system

with far greater glory and Spirituality than it ever had iu the

Old Testament period umtil its complete dissipation with the

destruction of Herod's temple in 70 A.D. The heart and center

of re-established Judaism will be the millemnial temple, in

connection with which Judaism will enjoy its final state of

development .

The Aaromic priesthood will be reinaugurated, with the 83

scas of Zadok officiating and offering sacrifices (EBse. 44:15-31).

In Ezekiel 44:10-15 strong evidemce is given to the fact that the
sons nf Zadok having an everlasting priesthood will function as the
priests of the millennial temple. For in this passage there is a link
between the promises givea to Aarom, Phinebas, the proncuncement of
Judgment om Eli and the promise of “a faithful priest.” BEsekiel says
“the Levites that went far from me, when Israel weat astray..” (44:10).
m'tnmoumwm.mmdm. that kept the charge

of my sanctuary whem the children of Israel went astray from me.” (44:15)

*** werri1 7. tnger, Srest Neglosted Bible Propuectos,
(Chicago: Scripture Press Book iom, s P




fhn!mbnn.tohtot&mlt«uﬂdtbuand
Ezekiel where he condemns the faithless priests (Ezekiel 8, 28).
m.umnmnbtuuutbmtmhu.dh“u
priest during the time of David and Solomon., Keil writes:
m-utuu-nmm.nn.u-dm.
mmasm«n.umnmmc

M-.uammm—umumum
to Adonijah the pretender...From this attitude of Zadok

pleasing to God. As he recei the high-priesthood from
Solomon in the place of Abiathar for this fidelity of his,
50 shall his descendants only be invested with the priestly
office in the new temple.
It therefore seems quite clear that im Brekiel 44:10<15 Zadok is
mnmxmmmonu.mmmdmmanm
in the millemnial temple, because of his faithfulness to God and God's

unconditional promises to Aarom and Phinehes. This interpretation

8. . ». bu.M. (Bdinburgh: T.aT,
m. m,. Vol. ’. LB 3 e

84. Arno C. Gaebelein, op. git., p. 316



muummﬁmnmmmummm
amuuoxxth_:mmmmu-ummuu
mrwmxw.mmummmdmal—n
2:33, 35; 1 Kings 2:35; 1 Chronicles 24:3).

leuMM'dth'hlum“lan
to Israel even the Levites, the soms of Zadok. BEszekiel makes this
myphﬂhmmctthm-ltlcﬂtkt“lo-‘th
Levitical priesthood. The burden of proof seems to rest upon those
‘O-ythtmlﬂytmm.wdmmb
"spiritualized.”

mcumtmummm.m.m
4nd promises the glory that 1s to be Israel's ome day. Malachi
o.‘—-cum-nmmt-wu‘mmum
to the tribe of Levi. The covenant he refers to was that ome with
Aaron and the office of priesthoed.




The Second Coming of the Lord 1s in view in the context of this
chapter. mmmmumwmmmm
mmcmmumuuutomummun
u-mumtr-mzmmtummmtum

is established on earth, sacrifices and offerings will be reinstituted
in Jerusalem and the land of Judah. And 1t will be the Zadokian priests
who shall be sdministering the sscrifices and in the feasts. What a
wonderful picture of the coming millennial glory of Christ ome finds

in Malachi 3:3, 4 but yet what a disappointment to read the words of
Keil on these verses.

Moreover, we must not infer from vers. 3 and 4
kalachi imagined that the Old Testament worship would
continued during the Messianic times; but his words are to
be explained from the custom of the ’ ho

of
forms of the Old Testament worship to depict the reverence
for God which would characterize the new covemant .56

i

hthmm.omhbmmmh‘twm
concerning the restoration of Isrsael misapplied. How much better it
is to read the words of Dr. Iromside in reference to these verses.

As a refiner and purifier He shall sit to purify and
purge the Levitical family, setting apart for Himself the
48:11), who shall have turned to Him,
owning their guilt and judging themselves for their share
ia the sins of the priesthood. Upon the rest judgment must

88 mnid., p. 400
57. %. A. Irenside, , (Neptune,

New Jorsey: Loizeaux Brothers, . s P



hmlumthmdmhmwvznmm‘l—
promises of the milleanial reign of Christ riaging in his ears. When
mcmwmwmmuummm.m
nm-nunul-numnummum.m.-n
Zadok in that the sons of Zadok will be taken "of them" to operate in
the ministry of the priesthood. Herein lies the fulfillment of the
promise of an everlasting priesthood.

Strong evidence is given in the book of the Revelation that there
will be a preserved group of Levites from which the soms of Zadok will
be takea to serve as priests. Out of the 144,000 sealed remmant of
Israsl to enter the millennium there is to be 12,000 of the tribe of
Levi. This just adds further to the fact that the reinstitutiom of
the Levitical priesthood in the millemnial temple is to be a literal
realization. Dr. Walvoord writes:

Out of the total mumber of Israel, a representative group
of 144,000 are sealed and thereby protected from destructiom

in this period...In Revelation 14, they are depicted on

Mount Zion with the Lamb at the close of the tribulation,

still intact and singing praises to the Lord. They form
therefore, the core of the godly remmant which will be
-nu.‘rmm-mum.mw

kingdom
That there will be 1o remnant from which to take the sons of Zadok is

certainly disproved by the prophecy ia Revelation, and further weight
is added to the argument that there will be a literal Levitieal

priesthood in the millemnium.

8. Jomn 7. walveord, op. sit., p. 112



Summery of Arguments
mc-mudmzmm-.uututm
oﬂﬂ.tl-dthmtmmlﬂm. n I! !a el
"«zm‘umt-uymu-utuuud;u&mm
taken from the sealed 12,000 of the tribe of Levi. This prophecy
mzm.mxmntnmmmwuum
bmmmommunmmamn And even the
mtmuthmhﬂ-‘ummtm“mt-t..
qumlmumabnuuxmmz-u.utu
ummﬂuthMQhﬂ.dﬂmut&ﬁwd
all worship. m-uch-hc.uuummu-«tu
reference in Isaiah 66:21. With the nature of the omes called out
to perform as “"the priests the Levites” established we will now need
to examine the function of the soms of Zadok in millemnial worship
in the temple. nuuu-utochmmuuum.






Biper !ﬁs& ;ﬁa Deaetice

New Testament Church View

This view declares that this prophetic functiom promised 1is
fulfilled in the church age by Christians who have direct access to
uummaaucummcm. Girdlestone in
referring to such passages as Ezekiel 43:19; 44:15; Malachi 3:3, ete.,

of
point to the offering of the Gent
living sacrifices of the Christian (Rom. 12:1), to the
spiritual sacrifices acceptable through Christ (Heb. 13:18,
16; 1 Peter 2:5), and to the kings and priests of the new
oon?.t (Rev. 1:6), as being foreshadowed in the prophetic
word.

Also holding to this view are Feusset®™ and Biederwolf®!.

Mediators of the Gospel View
J. A, Alexander is a proponent of this view, and it 1is his belief
that the elect of the Jews and even the Gentiles who bring those of
the nations as an oblation to Jehovah perform the ministry of priest

and Levite.

59. 2. 5. Girdlestone, , (Grand
Rapids: w‘ m“.. 1955 s P

60. A. R. Fausset, op. eit., p. 767
61. y. %. Bledervolt, W' (Grand
Rapids: Baker Book House, 1964), p.
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&5 an oblation to Jehovah, and the
therefore tohmht’ﬂﬁnryut
conversion was effected.

r
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Assistants to the Priesthood View
The Jews refuse to understand g“!a as referring
to the Gemtiles (and rightly so), but ome who doss say that the
Mmmunuucuuumu-m-tutmum.

Joseph Kimchi, who admits this application as
required by the comtext, avoids all inconvenient

consequences by explaining for the priests and Levites,

to mean for their service, as hewers of wood and drawers

of water.'
n-ntw-uuxuvummuuvuxuuuzumuad

the Jewish priesthood.

Christian Ministry View
This view asserts that because of the emphasis here on "selection
and discrimination” the referemce is to the Christian ministry.
Vitringa holds to this view and Biederwolf states it as follows:
Vitringa refers it to the Christian ministry, to
vhich the Gentiles as well as Jows were admitted. He says
the words, 'I will take of them', implies selection of some

umsr--"m-uunuumtoumu
all bel o

3. 5. A, Alexander, op. cit., p. 478

- .
84. v. 5. Bledervols, op. eit., p. 145



Gentile and Israelite Priesthood View

Jennings though & premillennialist says that evem some Gentiles
will be among the priesthood serving in the millemnial temple.
Although this view has no important bearing on the function of the
milleanial priesthood it does warrant mentioning. This view is stated

on page 25,
The Zadokian Priesthood View

In relatiom to the foregome investigation and conclusions con-
cerning the mature of "of them” (Major Problem), it is omnly logical
to believe that the millemnial fumction of the priests the Levites
will be that which is set forth in the Old Testament prophets,
especially Euekiel 40-48. Many capable premillennialists adhere to
this view, such as Merrill F. Unger,%® Arnoc €. Gacbelein,®® James u.
oray,%7 Joma 7. walveord,®® Alva J. Mc€la1a,%® Jonn ¢. wnitcomn,™
Charles L. Peinburg,” and J. Dwight Pentecost.”® This view is stated
by Pentecost as follows:

It i thus to be observed that God has set aside the

whole Levitical line becsuse of their apostasy, has singled

mmu-uu:u-ucmmmcmxu-.:a

appointed to his the important priestly ministry
the millemnial age.73

. morrill F. Unger, op. cit., pp. 55-96
98 armo €. Gasbeletn, op. eit., pp. 271-273

7. sames M. Gray, Suristien Yorkers: Comestery, (Rew
York: m H. Revell “o. s PP.
S5- john ¥. walvoord, The Millesnisl Kingdom, pp. 309=15
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logical and comsistent comclusion which results from the grammatical-

historical interpretation of the Word of God.

(Wheaton:

Alva J. MoClain, op. eit., pp. 247-284

70. Joma C. ¥hitcomb, op. eit.

mn.

Charles L. Feinburg,
Van Kampen Press, 1054),

J. Dwight Pentecost, op. cit., pp. 518-821
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VRITER'S INTERPRETATION
Minor Problem: shall be Punction
St the Priests and Iovitearle

mumnmcmzmmmummmuu
munxnu-oununuu“dcuuu-w
and refuting them per se. Instead, he will give substantial Scriptural
ndutumuunmu-humiht milleanial worship ministry
the Zadokian priesthood will have. It is unquestionable in the mind

of the author that there will be = literal temple, worship, sacrifices,
and priesthood functioning in the millennium.

Definition of Terms

D778 NIT98

It would be profitable to state briefly the essential meaning
of the terms "priest” and "Levite.” A priest is ome who is properly
suthorized to minister in sacred things and represent the people
therein. He is one who is consecrated to and engaged in holy matters.

umtuw.dtht-‘-'tmmb-“nummn
non-religious govermment official (8)- 8:18). Ordinarily,
however, the significance of is restricted to
God's suthorised minister (cf. » the man who serves
at the altar. The prophet speaks c‘dtotbm;m
it 1s the priest who speaks for the people to God.74

T4 3. Barton Payne, op. cit., p. 372



Lovi was one of the twelve soms of Jucob. It was from the tribe

of Levi that NMoses and Aaron came. Briefly stated Levites” was the name

given to the descendants of levi.

At Mt. Sinai the levites were given specific respomsibilities in
the nation of Israel. And it was to Aarom that the office of priest-
hood was given. 5o to be one of the Aaromic priesthood an Isrselite
Mtohtuﬂdlutl‘tbtﬂhdwm.ﬂmmt-
cally of the line of Asron. All of the priests were Levites but not
all of the Levites were priests., Harrison makes the following
distinctions between the priests and Levites:

The Mosaic legislation made a sharp distinction between
the priests and non-priests or ordinary lLevites. 1. The
priests must belong to Aarca's family; the Levites belung to
the larger family of Levi. A priest was a Levite; but a
Levite was not necessarily a priest. 2. Priests were
consecrated (Exod. 20:1-37; Lev. 8); Levites were purified
(Num. 8:5-22). 3. Levites were considered a gift to Aarom
and his sons (hum. 3:5-13; 8:19; 18:1<7), 4. The funda-
mental difference consisted of this: omnly the priest had
the right to minister at the altar and to enter the most
holy place (Rxod. 28:1; 29:9; Num. 3:10, 38; 4:15, 191;
18:1+7; 256:10-13). The rebellion of Korah, a Kohathite

illustrated, in the way the rebellion was subdued, the
heinous mature of attempting to enter the priesthood without
the necessary prerequisites (Num. 16:1). The choice of
m-mmo.:u-#wmmdmm.
Oham. 17:1«11; Heb. 9:4).

75. 2. K. Earrison,
(Orand Rapids: Zondervan » + P



Organization and Punctiom
of the Priests and lLevites
in the Old Testament

Pricsts

The nature of the priest's respomsibility is threefold. PFirst
of all there is involved the principle of representation. This
exemplifies the fact that he was the mediator who ministered for the
guilty. Secondly, there is the respomsibility of offering sacrifice.
The chief duty of the priest was to recomcile men to God by making
atonement for their sins, and this was brought about by means of
sacrifice. Thirdly, involved in the responsibility of the priesthood
is the matter of intercession. “There cam be no effective advocacy
-mum-uty-ummsum.un‘.’”
There were three other functions of the priesthood. 1) The priest
was expected, ia persomal liviag, to set an example of faithfulaness
to the testament (Deut. 33:8). 2) The priest, and particularly the
high priest, was also to “enquire” of God for divine oracles. 3)
The priest, finmally, was responsible to teach the law (Lev. 10:11;
Mic. 3:11; Mml, lln."

It was at Sinai that the legitimate priesthood was restricted to
the family of Aaron. Aaron, therefore, became the leader in the
offering up of natiomal sacrifice and the chief represemtative before

. S M S e
» “ m‘ wa. B. . ’

« 4, p. .
6. 5. sarten Meyme, op. eit., p. 373




God of the people of Israel. The first subordinate priests were the
four sons of Aaron. Nadab and Abihu were judged for violating their
office by being slain (Lev. 10:12). HNleazar and Ithamar carried oo
the line of appointed priests. EKleazar succeeded Aarcam as “the priest”
(chief priest). Phinebas in twrn succeeded his father, Kleaszar, as
the next chief priest.

Levites
The Levites were next in renk to the Aarenic priests and were
their fellow tribesmen. They served as assistants before the soms
of Aarom (Num. 8:13). At Sinai they were dedicated to God to assist
the Aaromic priests but because of the patriarchal curse they
received no tribal district of land in Camsan. In the giving of the
law at Sinai the official function of the Levites became the “keeping
the charge of the sanctuary” (Num. 3:88, 33; 18:5, 6).
Specifically, 'Yahweh set apart Levi to bear the srk

of the testament' (Deut. 10:8; 31:9). It is
ministry of the altar and of the ares within the veil was

furniture (1:50).. The Xohathites look
the holy things until the priests had insured that they
were properly covered for the march (Mum. 4:20).78

:
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In summary, there wvas a threefold organization of the lLevitical
tribe as 2 wvhole, and ia this threefold distinction one can easily
see the place of the Aaronic priestheod over the other Levites. The
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privileges in bearing the most sscred parts of the tabermacle
Ohum, 3:37-33; 414-15; 7:9).
3. The bottom echelon comprised all members of the

Preseriiod T T SE Sy (i leaser Gutles weee
. ’ .
It may be comcluded, therefore, that when Isaiah 66:21 speaks of "for
priests and for Levites:” it has referemce to the Mosaic distinction
between the priesthood as promised to Aarom and his sons and the
servitude of the rest of the tribe of Levi to the priesthood in being
assistants,

Millennial Punction of the

Priests and Levites

15 the Nosaic order Re-established?

It is not the nature or purpose of the somograph to make a
detailed investigation concerning the question of animal sacrifices
in the millennium. For a full treataent of this matter the reader
1s referred to J. Dwight Pentecost's book, Things to Come, and John
F. Walvoord's The Millemnial Kingdom. However, because of the close
connectiocn between the cbservance of animal sacrifices and the
officiating of the priests in the millesnial kingdom it will be
necessary to answer the question which advocates of animal sacrifices
in the millenaius must answer. Just how important is the issue of

79. wick Broomall, op. cit.



vhether or not animal sacrifices will again be offered? Allis saye:
m-—ctuwmmumm

restoration of the levitical ritual of sacrifice.

is referred to or implied a nusber of times. In

are

Mh-udtmnumdm ment The
bullock, the he-goat, the ram are to be offered. The blood

is to be sprinkled on the altar. The .*u
W- terally
interpreted, means the restoratiom Aaromnic
nmmucumumxcms.u“uw
unchanged . %0
Allis thinks, and wrongly so, that Dispensationalists hold to & re-
establishment of the Mosaic econcmy. This is indeed a grave error in
his observation and conclusion. For as Pentecost replies:

The kingdom expectation is based on the Abrahamic
m.m-mm.uwmrom.
but is in no way based on the Mosaic covenant .

The Mosaic order was a conditiomal covenant, non-determinative and non-
eschatological in intent. The Nosaic order wes given mainly for the
purpose of goveraning the children of Isreael in their relation to God
in the Old Testament economy. There is a decided difference, there-
fore, in the Nosaic order and the millemnial kingdom system of worship.
There are similarities and differences between the Mosaic Levitical

system and the Levitical system of the millennial age.

The Priests

In the milleanium the priests will act as representatives of the
people by officiating the acts of worship which are offered the King,
the Lord of hosts. In Zacharish 14 it is said that from year to year

% oswala 7. Allts, op. sit., p. 346

01 5. Dvight Pentecost, op. eit., p. 818



gma-mmucmnumo-umuw
the King. Mmuwmnﬁmmum
express their adoration of the Lord. And on the basis of Esekiel 40-48
uum:mmm.mu-u-u.mwm
mltitudes before the Lord of hosts. So in a sense the priests will
reprosent the people before the Lord as the worship is carried om in
Jorusalem at the temple. -tt.th"“-“h”"
numdxmmwmmmmmm
who come to the temple, becsuse it 413 by virtuwe of the cross that Christ
stands betwoen man and God performing the act of intercession.

In commection with the basic primciple of represeastation there
are five definite areas of respomsibility assigned to the Zadokian
priesthood in the millemnium. These are set forth in Esekiel 44:33-87.
First of 21l it is oaid that they will teach, “And they shall teach my
pecple the differemce between the holy and the common.” Secondly, it
is said that they will exercise the administration of justice, “And

in a comtroversy they shall stand to judge.” The third responsibility
of the priests will be the regulation of all festal sssemblies in
accordance with the Divine statutes, "and they shall keep my laws and
my statutes in all my appointed feasts.”

Of the seven festivals in the Mosaiec order oaly two will be
observed during the millemnial age. The two sunual feasts, Passover
(Pzek. 45:21-24) and Tabermacles (Zech. 14:16-19), will be observed; but
there will be no passover lamb because Jesus has fulfilled that type.



) £3 umtmtht.lym:mdwwhmu
the millennium as Unger states:

tuvundm..mxnmum
millenniun. The answer is: 1§ is the only one of the
omtmtidtbmﬂdnt&tt-ﬂuh
unfulfilled typically and the only one which will be in

process of fulfilment by the kingdom itself. The

Passover (Lev. 23:4, 8) was fulfilled in the death of

Christ the Redoemer (1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Peter 1:19).52

It is unfortunate that this is Unger's observation, for the Passover
feast will slso be observed (Eze. 45:21-25). It 1s interesting to
note that no memtion is made concerning the feast of Pentecost in
Ezekiel 40-48, and we may assume, therefore, that it will mot be
observed ia the millemnial worship. Let it be said at this point that
there are many changes and deletioms in the Aarcnic order as seen in the
mnilleanial system. Why is the feast of Pontecost not memtioned? “Pen~
tecost 1s mot mentioned. Portraying distinctively Church truth, it
ummm."” Something will be sald later comcerning
the milleanial meaning of those feasts which are observed.

The fourth respomsibility of the priests will be the hallewing
of Jehovah's sabbaths, “and they shall hallow my sabbaths,” (44:24).
Fifthly, the fimal responsibility of the priests will be regulation
of and officliating the sacrificial system. All five of the offerings
will be observed; the burnt offering (Bsekiel 40:39), the sin

offering (Bue. 40:39; 44:27), the trespess offering (Bze. 40:50; 42:13),

“‘mr.w.m.“ma wondervan
Publ ishing House, 1963), p. 268

®* Morri11 7. Unger, Grest Neglocted Bible Prophecies,



the meal offering (Ese. 43:13), and the peace offering (Ese. 45:15, 17).
Drink offerings will also be rendered (Eze. 45:17). Moraing sacrifices
shall be offered daily (Ese. 46:13). The prophet Bsekiel is very
precise and detailed comcerning the various offerings and the respon=
sibilities of the Zadokian priesthood.

Bosides the various respomsibilities of the priesthood as described
in Ezekiel there are other details which are given in relation to the
priests which further necessitates a literal fulfilment of those
prophecies om the millennial Levitieal priesthood. Regulations are
given on the matters of dress, marriage, and support (Bse. 44:15-51).
The amillenmnialist has virtually no exposition for such passages as
these, and to show the far-fetched spiritualizing comtortions of the

spiritualizer we guote Blackwood on Ewekiel 44:17-18. He says:

Many more similar examples could be cited but the above statement is
enough to make us realize that the amillennislist or any spirituslizer
can give no stromg textual exposition and interpretation of those
passages referring to a future millemnial temple. Concerning the
various duties of the priosts ian the millemnial worship Unger says:

84. Androw ¥. Blackwood, op. cit., p. 258



i,
i‘;';§£‘;3
il
i
lliigf
il

Eé

!
i

The priests will also be designated certain portions of the land
in Palestine (Eze. 45:4). Not caly will they be given portions of land
but there will be special chambers in the millemnial temple for the
priests (Bze. 42:13). These specifications necessitate a literal
fulfilment and the burden of proof rests upon those who deny this to

prove otherwise.

The Levites
There is naturally some overlapping in the responsibilities of

the Levites with that of the priests since they will serve as
assistants to the Zadokian priesthood. But some of their particular
duties warrant mentioning. They shall have oversight of the gates of
the house of the Lord (Bse. 44:11). They are to slay the animails for
the offerings (Ese. 44:11). In general the Levites will only be the
kespers of the sanctuary and will minister in the more menial offices,

——

—— e

85+ merrill 7. Unger, op. git., p. Bi-85



uzcuyuu-cum“mmum.-‘wun
are they to execute the office of the priest, (Bse. 44:13). They
uuu—ucmmnuu-mdmummyum
past .
a-mmmmumumum

of guarding and maintaining the temple and are excluded

tmth‘hnum.uuth-mmdthm

of Zadok.
Buch could be said about the duties of the priests and Levites in the
millennial worship but it should be gquite clear to the reader at this
point that there will be definite detailed responsibilities for "the

priests and the Levites” in the millennial tesple.

Purpose of the Milleanial Priesthood and Worship
Herein lies the answer to the whole perplexing problem of the

obvious differences between the Aaromic priesthood and the millemnial
priesthood (Eze. 40-48) and in gemeral the whole literal interpretation
of the restoration prophecies. First of all, it is very evideat that
there are some glaring differences (changes, deletions, and additioms)
between the Aaronic and millennial systems. Some of these have already
been pointed out but there are many others. For instance, there will
be no Day of Atonement which was at the very center of the whole
Levitical system, with its ritual of sprinkiing of the blood of atome~
sent by the High Priest on the mercy seat.

The absence of that which was most vital to the Levitical

mncmmuxg-nn-pnnw
sstsblishment of Judeise.

all Dwight Pemtecost, op. e¢it., p. 521
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West as quoted by Pentecost:
Munhﬁdmm.nhdh.n

Asron's rod to bud, no Tebles of the law no Cherubim, no
Morcy-Seat, no : . v

|
|
|

There are many other similar differemces which may be cited, but
the heart of the matter is what comstitutes the nature, meaning and
purpose of the millemmial sacrifices. It 18 in this ares of study that
there is much dissention and confusion. There is little agreement
even among premillemnial expositors. One of the reasons that the literal
interpretation has come under attack is that the milleanial sacrifices
bave been generally “symbolized.” Allis condemns premillemnial
expositors becsuse they mmke the sacrifices of the millenmnium merely
memorial and symbolical. For example Pentecost says:

ves the sacrifices will be memorial in the character.

There is general agreement among premillomnialists as to
t-maa-muanmummum

millennial age.
_—— ——
. mid., ».
9. mbig., p. 838
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cmmmmuv-arzumdmwu-n
bmlndth%l-dthm.“thm

mmwmm-—-mmmu
Esokiel 40-48. There was a two fold purpose in the Old Testament
sacrifice. First they were designed to be the necessary vehicle for
establishment of an individual in commmion and fellowship with both
the nation of Israel and God. Second, they also gave the sctual
reslization of the forgivemess of sins.”® It 1s quite clear that
sacrifices in the Old Testament did provide for forgivemess of sins
(hov. 1:4, 4:38, 6:1-7). The key word in these passages and in
Exokiel 45:15 is 2§.Q which means to cover, pacify, atome,
or make propitisticn.” This mesns that the sins of the people were
hidden from the face of God by means of the shed blood. In light of
this it 15 to be clearly understood that the sacrifices in the
nilleanium will also be efficacious in nature. For we read in
Bzokiel 45:15:

.e one lamb of the flock, out of two hundred,

from the well-watered pastures of Israel; for a meal

offering, sad for & burat offering, and for peace
offerings, to make atonement for them.




The Hebrew for atomement is 75% & piel infinitive

constructed {rom bl}:) -;tn.'u cover, pacify, atome,
make propitiation.” This word cccurs alse in verses 17 and 20 in
chapter forty five.
uwmmtumut.umu-‘m-
tiation in the Mosaic system, it must have the same idea heve.
nmmm--ua-unuwum
sStatements . mmmmusmmuu
an efficecy ascribed to them which has already been stated.’®
hm-uummmummmmut-
an atonement for sin in the semse that the Old Testament sscrifices
were for an atomement . ) However, they will not be expistory in the
New Testament sense of the word. Old Testament sacrifices were
efficacicus and not in conflict with the substitutionary work of
Christ before He came, it is fair to conclude that similar sacrifices

if reinstituted would not be in conflict with the work of Christ

subseyuent tothcm.“

The millemnial sacrifices will not only be efficacious but
symbolical and memorial in character. Bven the feasts observed in the
millennium will serve as vivid semorials. The Feast of Passover will
point back to Christ's substitutionary death on the cross. The Feast
of Tabernacles will cause Israel to reflect upon God's faithfulness
in gathering Israel once again back to the land and giving it to her.

- Johm L. Davis,
(npublished term paper, Grace ’ P




mmmu-uumummu-mm-‘mw

m-tmumwumm-m-nu-dm
earth.

It can be easily imagined how impressive such sscrifices
will be during that time, when there will be no other
blood shed in the entire world (Isatah 11:8+9, 65:25,
ma:u.mm-um:mtmdm
harmcuy in Genesis 1:29, 30). Thus the five differemt
offerings, four of them with blood-shedding, will serve
&5 a comstant reminder to the yet unglorified millemnial

Hessish, now present in thelr midst, had suffered cemturies
before to make thedir owa salvation possible. Instead of
being anticipatory sacrifices, as in 0.7, tt-a these
sacrifices will be memorial and commemorative.
In the Lord's Supper we commemorate Christ's death, and is it not
possible that whea this ordinance has ceased at His Coming another
memorial will take its place during the millenmnium? BEven during the
milleanium all the redeemed will meditate upon all that Christ has
done in His death om the Cross. H. Bonar as quoted by Walvoord has
susmed it all uwp very beautifully:

The temple, the

|
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new aparatus twth-uhnnu-o(thtm

m:-mmzuut-m.ﬂ-um.
M.mkﬁtkttmm-nnmmm.
m-muu-..yzutumu-utumdm
mu:nummmumm-nm
-u-nmzmmumzcmmmd

sacrifices.

Gbjections to the Literal View Answered

hood on the basis that Christ has "once and for all obtained etermal
redemption”, Hobrews 7127, 9:26, ete. We are accused of returning
to the Law and belittling the priesthood of Christ. Allis says:

Here is ungquestionably the Achilles' heel of the
Pispensational system of interpretation. Its literalistic

Vhen one fails to separate the two there maturally results some false

.. Oswald T. m. ’o mo. P. 248
96. gewala T. Allts, op. cit., p. 48
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wvorship. “N.“M“’hlﬂt&ﬂbd“h“
mmmmmm.-‘bu.“m
the Church, the bride of Carist. The truth of the Church and the
m-u«mata-mmmtccmm..n
something unknown to the Old Testament writers., God's plan for the
Church was not revealed until the time of the New Testament. God is
not through with the mation of Isreel and his plan for her will
resume at His second coming. WUnless it is clear to one that God has
& program for the Church and a program for Isrsel there will maturally
be the comclusion that God is through with Israel as & nation and

Christianity but this does not rule out the fact that there will be
2 place for these in Israel after the repture of the Church.

— ———e

97. merrill ¥, Unger, op. cit., p. 89
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ROt cast off his people which he foreknew.” (Rem. 11:2).

Eummary

God will one day upom the return of Mis Som to this earth fulfill
His promise to Israel as given through the prophet Isafah. e will
indood call out from among the seamled 12,000 Levites those who are the
sons of Zadok to serve as priests in the millennial temple, and Ne
vill also take from the 12,000 sealed Levites certain Levites who
will serve as assistants to the soms of Zadok. This transactiom will
be the full bloom of that prophetic seed givenm to Aaron in Exodus
40:15, "And their anointing shall be to them for an everlasting
priesthood throughout their generations.”

98. jobm C. Whitcemb, op. cit., p. 4







And I will literally take from out of the 12,000 Levites
those who are the sons of Zadok, to actually perform the respon-
8ibility of being priests in my millemnial temple; and I will
also take some from the 12,000 Levites to serve as assistants to

the sons of Zadok, the priests, saith Jehovah.

76
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