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Abstract 

Kim, SukJin 

2018 "The Concept of 'Finishing Well' for Korean Pastors: A case Study of the 
Northern Seoul Branch ofGAPCK", Grace Theological Seminary. Doctor of 
Ministry. 154 pp. 

The Korean Church, in general, is on the verge of crisis in its spiritual vitality 

as well as numerical growth. Above all, the church's still low reliability poses a hazard 

factor in Korea. The Korean church leaders are the main causes in this issue. Due to the 

pastors' discrepancy between Biblical principles, their church mini.stries and personal 

life, they are losing reliabilities from their target people. In order to regain the reliability 

and leadership, 'Finishing Well' of retiring pastors is one crucial factor, making 

themselves as an exemplary for the young junior pastors. 

The purpose of this research is to explore the creative way of 'Finishing Well', 

especially for those pastors and key leaders who are preparing their retirement. To 

achieve this, this research seeks to analyze the last stages of the pastors' ministries 

within GAPCK (General Assembly of Presbyterian Church in Korea), to find out the 

obstacles in finishing well, and to suggest the creative way to finish well effectively. 

The research consists three parts; First, it deals with theological foundations, 

the biblical definitions, and the biblical models of 'Finishing Well' . Second, it examines 

Korean pastors' retirement plan with case studies, focusing for those who are in 

Northern Seoul Branch of GAPCK, with special assessment of obstacles in it. Third, it 

largely relies theoretical basis on J. Robert Clinton, Fuller Theological Seminary and his 

leadership theories. In addition, it is second purpose to assist those pastors who even 



failed their ministries, to encourage them to take on the right track. 

It may not to be right to judge someone's ministry solely from secular 

perspectives. Strictly speaking, the word 'success' is not in the pastoral ministries. 

Likewise, the word 'failure' should not to be placed in it. The minister's ultimate goal is 

to finish well in the sight of our Lord and his flock as well. 

Mentor: Dr. Stephen Park 
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Q.}=~ (VITA) 

Present Position : 

Senior Pastor, Jesusroad Presbyterian Church 677-79, Gyoha-ro, Paju-si, 

Gyeonggi-do, Republic of Korea 

Personal Data : 

Birth Date: October 23,1957 

Marital Status : Married to Myunghee Kim and two sons 

Home Address: 677-79, Gyoha-ro, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea 

Phone: (010) 3712-9613 

Denomination: Presbyterian 

Education: 

Daegu Theological Seminary, Daegu, Korea, 1983. 

M. Div. Diploma, The Presbyterian General Assembly Theological Seminary, 

Seoul, Korea, 1986. 

M. Min., Pastoral Graduate School of The Presbyterian General Assembly, Seoul, 

Korea, 2007. 

D. Min., Grace Theological Seminary, Winona Lake, IN, 2018. 

Personal Experiences : 

Assistant Pastor, Yonhee Presbyterian Church, Seoul, Korea, 1987-1993. 

Senior Pastor, Juyeop Presbyterian Church, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea, 1993-

1999. 

Senior Pastor, Jesusroad Presbyterian Church, Paju-si, Gyeonggi-do, Korea, 2000-

2018. 
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